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As anyone can clearly tell, Vacaville was not always 
full of stores and homes across the highway. Elm 
School can be seen in the upper left of the picture. The 
road running across the top is Interstate 80 before 
overpasses and divided highways existed. Merchant 
Street is treelined with (tomes and the Alamo Plaza 


Shopping Center is an orchard. World War II housing 
can be seen on the site where the City Hall complex is 
located today. In the lower left hand corner of the pic- 
ture is a building used by Basic and, if you look close 
you can see Vacaville’s “Christmas Tree” where the 
creek meets Main Street. 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 



Southeast Vacaville Before 1911 

This pre-1911 photo of Vacaville was taken from the hill now fruits for shipment east in freight cars. The shed to the right of 
known as Andrews Park, and shows the area southeast of the photo was used by the Frank H. Buck Co., pioneer local 
Vacaville, including Fairmont. The dirt road in the foreground area fruit growers and shippers. The wood bridge on 
is School Street paralleling Ulatls Creek. The long sheds were McClellan (left) was replaced in 1911 by the present concrete 
used as loading docks by ranchers who brought their packaged structure at a cost of $3850. 
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The View From 
Putman Peak 




TOP END of Pleasants Valley looking south is this unusual 
view captured on film in 1890. The picture was taken 
from Putman Peak, a prominent landmark on the east side 
of the valley near Putah Creek. Vacaville lies beyond the 
distant hills. The Thurber Ranch — one of the largest in the 
valley — is in center, left. At the upper elevations the bor- 
dering hills were covered with pine trees. The gentleman is 
enjoying a rare treat — solitude on a beautiful spring day. Art 


Dietz Photo. 








Yesteryear in Vacaville 



Valley View, 1907 


WITH ENfRANCE roads to Gates Canyon and the mountain 
ranches in the foreground, this is upper Vaca Valley in 1907. 
The Gates home in the center — after whose family Gates 
Canyon got its name — burned down. The property was later 
purchased by the Brazelton family which still works much of 
the land near the entrance to the canyon. Art Dietz photo. 






THE SHADY 
DAYS OF A 
VACA SUMMER 


A THICKET of trees against yellow, grassy hills is Vacaville in 
Summer. Trees of infinite varieties — little more than leafy 
twigs when these subdivisions jumped off a planner’s map — 
are now full and green, creating a kind of urban oasis where 
only a split-level now and then can be seen peeking through the 
branches. The view is easterly, through a cleavage in the Vine 
Street hills. Beyond is the American Home Foods plant, and 
the unshaded Central Valley. (Reporter Photo) 
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THIS WAS Browns Valley, 1916. It was a time when prunes Co. “Souza Ranch.” Its barns are shown in the foreground, 
and pears were grown in the valley (and horses grazed on Research by Art Dietz, 
hillsides). The photo was taken from a hill on the F. H. Buck 
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Bridge in Time 


BACK WHEN the Lincoln Highway (later Highway 40) 
made its way through the heart of Vacaville, there was a 
bridge on the south side of town clearly labeled “Vaca 
Valley,” announcing to all travelers that they were en- 
tering the most famous fruit producing area in California. 
This is how the bridge looked before it was removed for 
highway widening in 1935. The photo was taken from a hill 


looking south over almost endless fruit orchards. The 
bridge was located on the highway, near the present-day 
Remark Restaurant. Before it was relocated to the edge of 
town in later years, the highway ran through Vacaville by 
way of Merchant Street, Main Street and out Monte Vista 
Avenue, which was then named Sacramento Street. 
(Research by Art Dietz. Photo courtesy George Archer). 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 


Recognize Downtown Vacaville? 


Downtown Vacaville hasn’t changed much in the last 20 
years — or has it? Look closer, after you’ve first oriented 
yourself (The view is easterly, Main Street joins with 
Merchant at the Triangle Building). In 1956, Safeway had 
yet to make its move to the corner of Main and Parker 
Streets; it was still occupied by the Community Church 
i and houses and business buildings. Safeway was still 
located on Main near Dobbins Street, present location of 


Shock’s Furniture Co. Except for Vaca Valley Bank, there 
were no commercial buildings on Parker between Main 
and Merchant Streets. Also, Bank of America had built its 
Merchant Street building, the adjacent commercial 
building that now houses Bryant’s Rexall Pharmacy and 
the PGandE office was just being planned. (Art Dietz 
Photo) 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 



Where Are the Trees? 


Vacaville High School wasn't very old when this picture 
was taken, neither was the Monte Vista Avenue-Neil 
Street neighborhood. The year was 1958. Vaca High, at 
upper left, hadn't begun to expand yet. In fact, there was 
still a small orchard between the school and the football 
field which later came out to make room for a new wing 


and the school's Little Theater. Monte Vista School is at 
the left. The nearby heighborhood appears devoid of trees 
and some lots were yet to be built upon. The street closest 
to the lower right is Buck Avenue; the center street is Neil 
and at left is Monte Vista. All three are connected by 
Chestnut. (Art Dietz Photo) 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 



Basic-ally Blooming 


IT WASN’T too many years ago when Basic came up 
flowers — literally. The onion dehydrating plant on Davis 
Street did more than put its name up in lights each spring; 
it presented itself in brilliant, multi-colored flowers. This 
aerial photograph of the plant shows what we mean: the 
“Basic” logo fills a hillside and is made entirely of living 


flower plants. The show became a part of a Vacaville 
spring and was a colorful surprise for motorists traveling 
the then-narrow “freeway” (far right). Running 
diagonally at lower left is Davis Street, still unpaved. (Art 
Dietz Photo) 
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RECOGNIZE IT — The effect that the last two decades 
have had on the Vacaville landscape are boldly apparent in 
this aerial photograph of the downtown area taken in 1952. 
Vacaville was still in the small town stage amidst checker- 
boards of orchard land. The street in the foreground is 
Main, with Merchant jutting up to old Highway 40 in the 


background. The photograph was copied by the Vacaville 
Heritage Council from an extremely faded Kodachrome 
print discovered in the basement of the Solano County 
Courthouse in Fairfield. Miraculously, the new print is 
considerably sharper than the original. (Heritage Council 
Photo) 




Yesteryear in Vacaville 



OLD VACAVILLE — This photo will be the first of six 
sections of a photograph to be printed in the following 
weeks, and if put together, left to right, will make a com- 
posite of much of the downtwon area of Vacaville as it 
existed around the turn of the century. In this first portion, 
can be seen “fruit shed row,” where fresh fruit from 


Vacaville area ranches was loaded into refrigerated cars 
and sent to eastern markets. The entire photo was taken 
from the bell tower of Vaca High, which stood on the present 
site of Andrews Park. The bell tower to the left is the old 
Vacaville grammar school. 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 


OLD VACAVILLE — This is the second section of a six part 
photo of Vacaville which will give residents a broad view 
of the city as it appeared shortly after the turn of the cen- 
tury. In this section can be seen the area generally bounded 
by Wilson, Catherine and McClellan Sts. In the foreground 
are fruit shipping sheds, with one of them bearing the name 


of Frank H. Buck. Wilson Street can be seen in the lower 
right hand corner, where it intersects East Main St. (Edi- 
tor’s Note: The church building in the photo no longer 

stands at that location. We would appreciate its denom- 
inational identity for future references.) 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 



PART THREE — This is the third section of a panoramic 
photo of Vacaville taken before 1910. It is being published 
in sections, and readers will be able to piece the six sections 
together to get a completed photo of the town as it looked 
in those days. The church building in this photo is of the 


Catholic denomination, and it burned in the early 1920* s. 
In the foreground is the old Bowles warehouse, and to 
the immediate right is an old blacksmith shop. All of the 
structures have long disappeared from the local scene. 
The Bowles warehouse also burned. 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 



PART FOUR — This is the fourth part of an old-time 
photograph of Vacaville, which when put together in its 
six parts, will give residents a panoramic view of Vacaville 
as it appeared shortly after 1900. In this section can be seen 
the old city hall and fire house, and the two 2-story buildings 


at the corner of Main and Davis Streets. In the right lower 
corner is shown the wooden bridge which was replaced by 
the present concrete bridge over Ulatis Creek at the inter- 
section of Main, Davis, College and School Streets. 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 


PART FIVE — This is the fifth section of a photograph of 
Vacaville taken around the turn of the century. This sec- 
tion shows much of the Main Street business area, with 
practically the same buildings standing today as stood over 


60 years ago. Merchant Street can be seen as a light line in 
the left-upper section of the photo, and it shows the orchards 
along that street before commercial and residential develop- 
ment wiped out the orchards in later years. 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 
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SIXTH PART — This is the sixth and final section of a 
panoramic photo of Vacaville which has appeared in this 
column during past weeks. This section shows the residential 
section north of Main Street, looking toward the mountains, 
rhe odd shaped tall building was an old livery stable, torn 


down year sago to make way for the Stith Chevrolet showrooms, 
and is now the Pigati Chrysler-Plymouth showrooms on Dobbins 
St. The tall steeple to the left of the picture is the old 
Community Church building, torn down to make way for the 
new Safeway store on the corner of Main and Parker Streets. 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 



This Was Dobbins Street 


if; 

Look closely — you might recognize Dobbins Street. It 
still runs in front of the old Dobbins home (still standing 
behind Albertson’s Market) from left to right in the 
•' photograph, just in front of the fence. When this photo was 
taken near the turn of the century, everything west of the 


ranch was more ranch; today, its almost all given over to 
subdivisions. Those are the Vaca Mountains in the back- 
ground. In more recent times the ranch and home have 
been owned by the family of C.J. Uhl. (From Reporter 
files) 
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Panoramic View of Vaca Valley 
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VACA VALLEY — This was Vacaville back in 1908, a 
scene taken from Uhl hill, just north of Vacaville. In the 
immediate foreground is the Dobbins Street bridge built 
in 1906, and still in use today although declared too nar- 
row for present-day traffic. All of the orchard lands 


visible in the photo to the right of the road, and up to 
the line of buildings are now filled with homes. The ranches 
were formerly owned by the Uhl and Buck families. Dob- 
bins Street in those days was unpaved. (Photo from the 
Art Dietz collection.) 


r 
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Panoramic View of Vaca Valley 
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THE VACAVILLE THAT WAS - This picture, taken in 1908, 
shows the orchard lands which surrounded Vacaville. This 
scene is part of what was known as the Uhl ranch, looking 
south from the low range of hills north of town. The buildings 



to the right are still standing, but all of the lands in this photo 
are now covered with homes. Note the bridge in the 
foreground, which was built in 1906, but which is being 
replaced now because of its narrow width. 

( Photo from the Art Dietz collection) 




Yesteryear in Vacaville 


DOBBINS PROPERTY — One of the most extensive land 
owners in the Vacaville area back in 1909 was Dr. W. J. 
Dobbins. His neatly kept home, outbuildings and the vast 
fruit acreage are shown in this photo. The house and some . 


of the outer buildings still stand, on Dobbins St., a short 
distance north of Albertson’s food market. All of the lands 
shown in the photo are no\V covered with homes, built in 
recent years. 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 





One of Voca's First Pictures 


Looking like a prairie town out of a western movie, this 
was Vacaville in about 1888. It is one of the earliest pic- 
tures of Vacaville known to exist. The view is south and 
today’s Monte Vista Avenue runs parallel to the fence in 
the foreground. The picture was taken from a hill site 
which is now the location of the Stephenson home on 
Hillside Street. The large two-story building at left was 


the Wilson House, later known as Eke Davis’ Hotel, and is 
located at the present corner of Main and Davis Streets. 
The street right of center would be the location of Bernard 
Street and the bridge crosses the creek behind the present 
Senior Citizen’s building. Vacaville’s first cemetery was 
located beyond the fence in left, center. (Research by Art 
Dietz) 
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Vacaville from High School Hill 
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OLD VACAVILLE — This photograph of a portion of 
Vacaville, taken shortly after the turn of the century, shows 
the wooden bridge over Ulatis Creek at the west end of Main 
Street. All of the two-story buildings are still standing, with 
the exception of the one at the right, which was destroyed by 
fire a few years back. The town in those days boasted of 


about 1000 inhabitants, and as can be seen by the photo, fruit 
lands came within the back yards of most of the downtown 
areas. Ulatis Creek is in the foreground and it flowed 12 
months of the year with fresh water from the hills northwest 
of Vacaville. Photo from the Art Dietz collection. 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 


THIS WAS VACAVILLE — Despite the fact this photo was taken in 1902, the three two- 
story brick buildings shown are still standing. To the left, the two story building was 
Akerly’s store, the building now owned by Basic. The bridge is the Main Street bridge, 
made of wood, later replaced with the present concrete structure. To the left of the 
Akerly store was the Vacaville Fire Department hose shed and bell tower, later replaced 
with a concrete building. The two story house in the distance was torn down to make way 
for the Elm School. (Photo courtesy of Ralph Schaefer) 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 



VACAVILLE’S YESTERYEAR — This picture of Vacaville, 
taken in 1940 from a vantage point on top of the hills south of 
Vacaville, and looking northeast, shows the city before it 
started its population explosion. Most of the vacant lands in 
the foreground are now covered with homes. Nelson’s Auto 
Court can be seen to the left below, and it was demolished to 


make way for the realignment of the present Interstate 80 
highway. The cluster of white buddings adjacent to the or- 
chards (center) were government low rent housing units, 
which were torn down to make way for the new city hall- 
- library complex. Photo from the Art Dietz Collection. 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 


LITTLE VACAVILLE — This photograph of Vacaville, taken 
in the early 1940’s, shows a community of under 2000 
population. The group of buildings in the center were newly 
constructed government housing units, now the site of the city 
hall complex. Today thousands of new homes and business 


buildings cover all of the lands in the left section of the 
photo. Merchant Street is shown as it ran from the Alamo 
Creek highway bridge to downtown. Interstate 80 is also 
shown in the foreground, before over-and-underpasses were 
constructed in later years. (Photo courtesy George Kirbyson) 






A Wide 



The Road ... 

TINY VACAVILLE, blissfully unaware of what was to 
come in the decades ahead, was little more than a wide 
spot in the road in the mid-1940s. The view is easterly, 
as seen by an observer on the ridge of hills behind what 
is now Vacaville’s Community Center. At far left is the 
old Vacaville Swimming Pool, site of the new Remark 
Restaurant; to the right of that is the Vaca Valley Inn, 
owned and operated by Mr. and Mrs. Harry Nelson for 
22 years. It was demolished in 1961. Beyond the 
triangle of roads that form the Merchant Street-High- 
way 40 (now Interstate 80) junction is the cluster of 
white buildings that comprised the Vaca Valley Acres 
government wartime housing. It is now the site of City 
Hall. Still to come in 1947, directly across Merchant 
Street, was Vacaville’s first mass subdivision, Vaca 
Valley Village. Now virtually all of that triangle is 
developed commercially and residential; ditto for all 
the orchardland to the left of the government housing. 
Vacaville’s new Alamo Plaza shopping Center is 
located at left center, just beyond the old swimming 
pool, where a large barn stands at the edge of a clear 
field. 
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O Id Homestead 


THE RANCH HOUSE of E. R. Thurber, shining bright 
white in the afternoon sun, has weathered the years since 
this 1895 photo was taken. The ranch, located in upper 
Pleasants Valley, was in the heart of Vacaville’s fruit- 
producing area, although not all the valley land had yet 


been planted to orchards. In the foreground, an 
unidentified young man enjoys the view of the ranch and 
of Putnam Peak in the background. (Research by Art 
Dietz) 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 



ORCHARD AND VINEYARD — This 1907 photo shows a 
scene west of Vacaville on the former James Gates ranch, at 
the foot of the Blue Mountains. Planted in the young orchard 
were grapevines, and it is reported the practice of growing 
fruit trees and vineyard was not successful because of the 
shade from the trees which delayed the ripening of the 
grapes. The large tree alongside the road still stands. The 
road leads up Gates Canyon. (Photo from the Art Dietz 
collection). 
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AS FAR AS THE EYE CAN SEE- Back, following the turn 
of the century, the virgin soil, plenty of rain, and hard work, 
made possible this expanse of thriving orchards in the English 
Hills section north of Vacaville, Today, practically every 


tree is gone, and the lands have reverted to grazing. From 
these lands, and the valleys below, Vacaville has shipped 
as m-i.ny as 1800 carloads of fresh fruits to eastern markets. 
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AS FAR AS THE EYE COULD SEE — This photograph, taken 
of the English Hills section north of Vacaville shows the 
thousands of acres planted to fruit trees and grape vines. 
This photo dates before 1910. Today, practically all of the 


orchards are gone, victims of the depression era of the 
early 19 30*5, and depletion of the soil which made it im- 
possible to produce fruits in competition with the irrigate* 
San Joaquin Valley section. 
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THE MANICURED 1910 fruit tree orchards of the Vaca 
Valley were represented by the Emmett Carver fruit ranch 
and Carver house on Pleasants Valley Road. This valley was 
known throughout the country as an early fruit area, which 


shipped its produce off the hungry eastern markets before 
fruit from other areas ripened. The oak tree in the left comer 
of this photo still stands today. 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 
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VAC A SCENE This scene of Vacaville's once thriving 
fruity industry was taken west of Vacaville. The large 
house, long since gone, 'was the Carver home, on what 
was the Gates rancho A considerable portion of the area 


shown in the photo remains in orchard — Brazelton property, 
the former Sallie Long ranch, owned by Tony Garcia, and 
other ranches. In the immediate foreground is a vineyard. 

(Photo courtesy Mrs. J.M. Brazelton) 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 





THIS WAS VACAVILLE — Despite the fact this photo was taken in 1902, the three two- 
story brick buildings shown are still standing. To the left, the two story building was 
Akerly’s store, the building now owned by Basic. The bridge is the Main Street bridge, 
made of wood, later replaced with the present concrete structure. To the left of the 
Akerly store was the Vacaville Fire Department hose shed and bell tower, later replaced 
with a concrete building. The two story house in the distance was tom down to make way 
for the Elm School. (Photo courtesy of Ralph Schaefer) 
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A PROJECT THAT FAILED — About 50 years ago a man by 
the name of McCracken experimented with the growing of 
eucalyptus trees in the Browns Valley-AUendale area, and 
set out hundreds of acres of young trees, with the wood 
destined for furniture manufacture. The grove still stands as 


a monument to a dream that never materialized. Shown here 
is a portion of the grove when the trees were young. Some of 
the trees have been cut down for fire wood, but most of the 
original plantings continue to grow unattended. 
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Yesteryear in Vacaville 



PLEASANTS VALLEY — This is a scene in Pleasants Val- 
ley, northwest of Vacaville, taken about 1915, which shows the 
thriving orchards which once occupied thousands of acres of 


lands in the rural areas around Vacaville. Practically all 
of the orchards in this scene have long been permitted to die 
out and the land reverted to pasture lands. 



/ l.. Yesteryear in Vacaville 



RARE PHOTO — This photo, taken in 1888, shows the Vaca- 
ville cemetery which was located on College Street, across 
from the present site of Andrews Park. No trace of the 
cemetery is to be found in that location today. The photo 


was taken by the late Prof. Theodore Ryhiner, and is from 
the collection of Art Dietz. The area later became cluttered 
with homes, and at present most of them are being torn 
down to make way for the expansion of Andrews Park. 
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TODAY THEY call it “Cow Town” but as far back as 1886 — 
when this photo taken — the L.W. Buck ranch was a prospering 
fruit ranch near the mouth of Mix Canyon on Pleasants Valley 
Road. After State Senator Buck’s ownership the ranch was 


known as the Edith Buck Property. It was later owned b 
George P. Akerly, former Vacaville mayor and city clerk. Th 
classic ranch home still stands; the property is owned by Mi 
and Mrs. R. Musil. From the Art Dietz Collection. 
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The Way It Was 


“A GLIMPSE OF Vacaville today” wrote the scribe in 
1903. Not an unfamiliar view of the east end of Main 
Street, it nonetheless shows it in a time before the present 
concrete bridge was built. And beyond the immediate 
cluster of downtown buildings can be seen the vast ex* 


panse of orchardlands that in recent years have sprouted 
nothing but rooftops. In the foreground is the low hill that 
for years was the campus of Vacaville high school; now it 
is Andrews Park. (From Reporter files) 




Yesteryear in Vacavill 


PLEASANTS VALLEY — This is a scene in Pleasants Val- 
ley, northwest of Vacaville, taken about 1915, which shows the 
thriving orchards which once occupied thousands of acres of 


lands in the rural areas around Vacaville. Practically all 
of the orchards in this scene have long been permitted to die 
out and the land reverted to pasture lands. 



Vo!!ey View, 1907 

WITH ENTRANCE roads to Gates Canyon and the mountain 
ranches in the foreground, this is upper Vaca Valley in 1907. 
The Gates home in the center — after whose family Gates 
Canyon got its name — burned down. The property was later 
purchased by the Brazelton family which still works much of 
the land near the entrance to the canyon. Art Dietz photo. 
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LITTLE VACAVILLE — This photograph of Vacaville, taken 
in the early 1940’ s, shows a community of under 2000 
population. The group of buildings in the center were newly 
constructed government housing units, now the site of the city 
hall complex. Today thousands of new homes and business 


buildings cover all of the lands in the left section of the 
photo. Merchant Street is shown as it ran from the Alamo 
Creek highway bridge to downtown. Interstate 80 is also 
shown in the foreground, before over-and-underpasses were 
constructed in later years. (Photo courtesy George Kirbyson) 
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THIS WAS Browns Valley, 1916. It was a time when prunes 
and pears were grown in the valley (and horses grazed on 
^ hillsides). The photo was taken from a hill on the F. H. Buck 


Co. “Souza Ranch.” Its barns are shown in the foreground. 
Research by Art Dietz. 


Today in Vacaville 



THE MIDWEST? — It looks like it could be — the 
agricultural quilt disappearing into the horizon, the tracks 
where the 5:40 express comes rumbling through bound for St. 
Lou, but it's not. It’s Elmira, a couple of minutes drive to the 
east from Vacaville. With the Bay Area bursting at the 


seams, with Travis AFB possibly going to be a thriving 
civilian super-airport 20 years hence, this island of the past 
may someday be flooded under by the tide of urban growth. 
Go and visit Elmira while it’s still the Elmira of yesterday 
and today. 
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PART THREE — This is the third section of a panoramic 
photo of Vacaville taken before 1910. It is being published 
in sections, and readers will be able to piece the six sections 
together to get a completed photo of the town as it looked 
in those days. The church building in this photo is of the 


Catholic denomination, and it burned in the early 1920* s. 
In the foreground is the old Bowles warehouse, and to 
the immediate right is an old blacksmith shop. All of the 
structures have long disappeared from the local scene. 
The Bowles warehouse also burned. 





Vaca’s First Major Subdivision 


Vacaville’s first major subdivision, the Geddes and Smith 
development (bisected by curving Elm Street at left) was 
built in the post war years. This is how it looked in about 
1950. The new Elm School is at upper left, the two-lane 
Merchant Street is shown at lower left. And what’s that 


two-lane road at the right of the picture? Highway 40, now 
Interstate 80. Only one lane each direction in those days, 
but than that’s all that was needed. (Aerial photo by Lou 
Pyle) 






Where Are the Trees? 


Vacaville High School wasn’t very old when this picture 
was taken, neither was the Monte Vista Avenue-Neil 
Street neighborhood. The year was 1958. Vaca High, at 
upper left, hadn’t begun to expand yet. In fact, there was 
still a small orchard between the school and the football 
field which later came out to make room for a new wing 


and the school’s Little Theater. Monte Vista School is at 
the left. The nearby heighborhood appears devoid of trees 
and some lots were yet to be built upon. The street closest 
to the lower right is Buck Avenue; the center street is Neil 
and at left is Monte Vista. All three are connected by 
Chestnut. (Art Dietz Photo) 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 




Panoramic View of Vaca Valley 
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THE VACAVILLE THAT WAS - This picture, taken in 1908, 
shows the orchard lands which surrounded Vacaville. This 
scene is part of what was known as the Uhl ranch, looking 
south from the low range of hills north of town. The buildings 


to the right are still standing, but all of the lands in this photo 
are now covered with homes. Note the bridge in the 
foreground, which was built in 1906, but which is being 
replaced now because of its narrow width. 

( Photo from the Art Dietz collection) 




Yesteryear in Vacaville 


Southeast Vacaville Before 1911 

This pre-1911 photo of Vacaville was taken from the hill now fruits for shipment east in freight cars. The shed to the right of 
known as Andrews Park, and shows the area southeast of the photo was used by the Frank H. Buck Co., pioneer local 
Vacaville, including Fairmont. The dirt road in the foreground area fruit growers and shippers. The wood bridge on 
is School Street paralleling Ulatis Creek. The long sheds were McClellan (left) was replaced in 1911 by the present concrete 
used as loading docks by ranchers who brought their packaged structure at a cost of $3850. 
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One of Voca s First Pictures 


Looking like a prairie town out of a western movie, this 
was Vacaville in about 1G3&'. It is one of the earliest pic- 
tures of Vacaville known to exist. The view is south and 
today’s Monte Vista Avenue runs parallel to the fence in 
the foreground. The picture was taken from a hill site 
which is now the location of the Stephenson home on 
Hillside Street. The large two-story building at left was 


the Wilson House, later known as Ike Davis’ Hotel, and is 
located at the present corner of Main and Davis Streets. 
The street right of center would be the location of Bernard 
Street and the bridge crosses the creek behind the present 
Senior Citizen’s building. Vacaville’s first cemetery was 
located beyond the fence in left, center. (Research by Art 
Dietz) 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 



FIREHOUSE — This was the Vacaville Fire Department fire- 
house in the early 1940 , s. The fire department occupied one 
half of the building now used by Cranston Hardware on Main 
Street. A. A. Collier operated a hardware store in the other 


half of the building. To the right is the Reporter office, and 
next to the Reporter was a drug store, and the theatre. The 
Fire Department used the upstairs portion of the two-story 
building as their meeting hall. 
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VACAVILLE’S FIRST FIRE ENGINE was purchased on 
Jan. 14, 1916 from the Seagrave Company for the sum of 
$6000, which included the engine, 500-feet of fire hose, and an 
electric siren. The first firemen to use it are shown here, 


from left: Russell Chandler, Frank Eversole, Joe Libonati, 
Ben Newell, and Earl Brazelton. Research on the photo was 
done by Vacaville historian Art Dietz. 
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Main Street, Early 40s 

THIS WAS THE PLACE— The conspicuous sign easily engines made up the fire fighting equipment inventory of 
identified Vacaville’s firehouse in the early 1940’s. The the all-volunteer department in those days. The first fire 
building is a portion of the present Vacaville Reporter engine purchased by the city of Vacaville, was in 1916. It 
plant'. The file engine on the left was purchased in 1928, was later sold fo the city of Lakeport. The engines in this 
and the one on the right was added in 1941. The two photo are at the Vacaville fire station. 
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Yesteryear in Vacaville 



An End to ‘Akerly’s’ 


•' FROM SMOKE TO RUIN - On May 17, 1939, 
Vacaville’s volunteer fire department was called out to 
the Masonic Temple building on the corner of Main and 
Dobbins St., where smoke was detected. A few hours later 
this graphic photo tells the story. Destroyed was the hard- 
: ware store known as Akerly’s, the Pacific Telephone 
Company’s local exchange, the Masonic Lodge hall up- 


stairs, the offices of Dr. Warren Jenney and the beauty 
shop of Cecelia Clark. Motionless, the group of men 
shown, are perhaps saying: “What a mess.” In long coat i 
is Police Chief O.E. Alley; in overalls is Superintendent of 
Streets Barney Clark; the officer on the left of the two 
uniformed men is Highway Patrolman Elmer King. 
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Yesteryear in Vacaville 


FIREMEN ON PARADE — Vacaville’s Fire Department of the 1930 era, paraded 
down Main Street in this photo taken at the intersection of Main and Dobbins 
Streets. The lead engine, driven by Harvey Hansen* formerly of Vacaville, now of 
Sacramento, was the second fire engine purchased by the city of Vacaville, and is 
still in use here. The second, driven by Joe Strauman, was for small fires, while 
bringing up the rear is the hose cart, which has since disappeared. It was a festive 
day of some sorts and firemen, their ladies and the kids all got into the act. 
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ORNATE TEMPLE — Many years ago Vacaville had a large on the comer of Dobbins Street, and Monte Vista Ave., 
Japanese population, sufficient to maintain a Japtown business West across from the present Vacaville Chamber of Corn- 
section, and a Buddist temple. Following the evacuation of merce building, The people and bicycle are on the lane, 
the Japanese from the local area after the Dec. 1941, Pearl which later became Monte Vista Ave. (Photo courtesy 
Harbor attack, the temple remained empty, and it finally Vacaville Fire Dept.) The Reporter appreciates use of 
burned on Nov. 23, 1951, as is shown in this photo. It was these old photographs. 



BURNING HOTEL — On Sunday morning, July 11, 1909, Hotel 
Raleigh, located on the corner of Main and Parker Streets, now 
the site of the old postoffice building, burned to the ground. 
Vacaville in those days had no fire engine, and water pressure 


was so low that it was impossible to reach the roof of the two-story 
structure. Photo courtesy Willa Schaefer. The Reporter ap- 
preciates the use of such old photos. 
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FIREFIGHTING, 1909 — On July 11, 1909, Hotel Raleigh 
burned to the ground in a spectacular Vacaville fire. The 
building was located on the corner of Main and Parker 
Streets, present site of Lichtenstern’s (old postoffice). That 
was back in the days when mechanized fire fighting equip- 
ment was unheard of, and as can be seen to the right of the 


photo is the Vacaville Fire Department hose cart, pulled by 
horses, or sometimes by manpower. Quite often the water 
pressure in the mains was not sufficient to make it possible 
for firemen to extinguish a blaze at a high point, such as on 
the roof of old Hotel Raleigh. 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 


BEFORE FIRE ENGINES — When Hotel Raleigh (left) burned to the ground in 
/. k. 1911, the city of Vacaville did not have a fire engine. The photo at the right shows 
the ashes of the hotel, which stood on the present site of the Vacaville post office, 
and across the street (new Safeway) was the Community Church. The steeple of 
the church caught fire, but without adequate water pressure to extinguish the 
steeple fire the next best thing to do was to chop down the portion of the steeple 
which was afire, as can be seen in the photo. f 
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Yesteryear 


in Vacaville 

Off Went 
The Steeple 


When Hotel Raleigh, corner Main and Parker Streets, 
burned to the ground on July 11, 1909, sparks from the fire 
ignited the steeple of the Presbyterian Church, (left). The 
City of Vacaville did not have a mechanized fire engine in 
those days, and with water pressure insufficient to reach 


the fire on the steeple, volunteers with axes toppled the 
burning portion of the church to the street below, saving 
the structure which remained there until torn down in 
recent years to make way for the present Safeway 
supermarket. 
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A Vacaville landmark around the turn of the century 
was Hotel Raleigh, located on the corner of Main and 
Parker Streets (now Jake’s Liquors). The top photo shows 
the large hotel, and the Community Church, located 
across the street. The lower photo, shows the same area 
after a fire had destroyed the hotel on July 11, 1909. The 


fire ignited the tall steeple of the church, and because of 
low' water pressure in the mains and no fire engine, men 
with axes chopped off the burning portion of the steeple, 
thus saving the building. The entire block is now utilized 
by the Safeway supermarket. 
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INGENUITY — Back shortly after the turn of the century, 
Hotel Raleigh, which was on the corner of Main and Parker 
Streets, caught fire and burned. Hot sparks from the fire 
ignited the steeple of the Presbyterian Church across the 
street, and local firemen were handicapped because it was 
before the days of mechanized fire equipment, and the only 
water pressure came from the hydrants. The steeple blaze 


was too high to be extinguished so in desperation firemen, 
with saws, axes and other tools, toppled the burning steeple 
into the street, thereby saving the destruction of the church 
building. A large crowd of curious onlookers watched as the 
“steeplejacks” worked on the high roof of the burning 
building. In later years the church building was torn down to 
make way for the present Safeway store. 
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$150,000 FIRE — On the night of May 17, 1939, smoke was 
noticed coming out of the front door of Collier’s Hardware 
Store at the corner of Main and Dobbins Streets, and despite 
efforts of the Vacaville Fire Department to control the 
blaze, the large two story brick structure was a total loss, 
with damage estimated at $150,000. Heaviest loser was the 


Collier Hardware Store, which for many years prior had 
been Akerly’s. Other losers were the Pacific Telephone 
Co., which lost its Vacaville exchange, and upstairs the 
losers were the Masonic Lodge, which lost its hall and all 
of its belongings, Dr. W. C. Jenney, and the Cecelia Clark 
Beauty Shop. Photo courtesy Pena Adobe files. 
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An End to ‘Akerly’s’ 


FROM SMOKE TO RUIN - On May 17, 1939, 
. Vacaville’s volunteer fire department was called out to 
the Masonic Temple building on the corner of Main and 
Dobbins St., where smoke was detected. A few hours later 
this graphic photo tells the story. Destroyed was the hard* 
ware store known as Akerly’s, the Pacific Telephone 
Company’s local exchange, the Masonic Lodge hall up* 


stairs, the offices of Dr. Warren Jenney and the beauty 
shop of Cecelia Clark. Motionless, the group of men 
shown, are perhaps saying: “What a mess.” In long coat 
is Police Chief O.E. Alley; in overalls is Superintendent of 
Streets Barney Clark; the officer on the left of the two 
uniformed men is Highway Patrolman Elmer King. 
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$150,000 FIRE — On the night of May 17, 1939, smoke was 
noticed coming out of the front door of Collier’s Hardware 
Store at the corner of Main and Dobbins Streets, and despite 
efforts of the Vacaville Fire Department to control the 
blaze, the large two story brick structure was a total loss, 
with damage estimated at $150,000. Heaviest loser was the 


Collier Hardware Store, which for many years prior had 
been Akerly’s. Other losers were the Pacific Telephone 
Co., which lost its Vacaville exchange, and upstairs the 
losers were the Masonic Lodge, which lost its hall and all 
of its belongings, Dr. W. C. Jenney, and the Cecelia Clark 
Beauty Shop. Photo courtesy Pena Adobe files. 
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LANDMARK DESTROYED — A fire of unknown origin on Nov. 23, 1951, destroyed 
a fascinating Vacaville landmark, the Japanese Budhist Temple — which was on the 
corner of Dobbins Street, and what later became Monte Vista Avenue. Constructed 
along lines of Oriental architecture, and providing a place of worship for the hun- 
dreds of Japanese residents who resided here prior to the Pearl Harbor disaster of 
1941, the building was the most unique in the community, and its destruction was 
an irreplaceable loss. (Photo courtesy Vacaville Fire Department) 
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OL TIMERS — On the night of March 30, 1963, the Vacaville 
Fire Department honored the living old-time firemen of the 
community. Shown in this picture with Fire Chief Warren 
Hughes are: seated, left. J. M. Brazelton, Barney Clark; 


standing, left to right, Geroge Akerly, Chief Hughes, Frank 
Fadley, Ben Newell, and Lew (Pop) Roulund. The living old- 
timers today are Akerly, Fadley and Newell. 
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Reduced to Ashes 



Buck Ranch operator Louis Nishimoto picks through the hot ashes. 


Bucktown 

Fire... 

(Continued from Page 1) 



nesday. It was declared “under control” 
(meaning burned out) at 3:03 a.m., and 
the last firemen left at 5:27 a.m. 

Louis Nishimoto, ranch operator, 
picked through the hot ashes yesterday 
afternoon. 

“By the time I got here this morning, 
the whole building was a ball of fire,” he 
said. The building had been reduced to 
powder, littered with twisted steel that 
was once fruit-packing apparatus. 

A tank house nearby escaped damage 
but a shed containing several hundred 
fruit trays was charred by the intense 
heat. 




'Number Please 7 - It A 
Began Here 85 Years Ago 




In 1884, J. M. Miller installed a telephone in his drug 
store on Main Street, only eight years after Alexander 
Graham Bell made his famous first phone call when he 
told his assistant, Thomas Watson, “Come here, I need 
you.” 

This month Vacaville celebrates 85 years of telephone 
service, according to W. P. Seidell, Pacific Telephone 
manager here — spanning an historic period that started 
with Miller’s first phone to 11,200 telephones in Vacaville 
today. 

To get his first phone back in 1884, Miller made a 
special trip to San Francisco and convinced John Sabin, 
president of Sunset Telephone and Telegraph Co. (later 
Pacific Telephone) that Vacaville was a logical place to 
have a telephone. 

Centralized telephone service came to Vacaville in 
1891 when Miller started a telephone exchange in his 
store, with Dr. J. S. Cunningham, his first subscriber. 
The doctor thought he’d have no need for a phone, so 
Miller built a line to the doctor’s residence at his own 
expense and paid the charges for six months on the 
telephone equipment. Cunningham finally admitted his 
need for the telephone and undertook to pay future 
charges. 

For the second subscriber, L. W. Buck, Miller built 
and paid for a telephone to the Buck Ranch. He also 
agreed that the equipment would be removed at the end 
of 30 days if it proved unsatisfactory. The phone was 
not removed, and the Buck Ranch kept its phone for more 
than 60 years. 


A second circuit was soon needed to Vacaville to con- 
nect the town directly with San Francisco and Sacramento. 
In 1895, Miller’s telephone office was moved upstairs 
in the same building, with Miss Anne McMurtryin charge, 
but after a year it was again placed in the Miller drug 
store. Several years after this, it was moved into a 
partitioned space which was the site of the drug store. 

The first operator in Vacaville was Kate Saxton, 
Miller’s sister-in-law. 

Vacaville had 56 subscribers in 1898 who were listed 
in a 45-page directory which covered the entire State. 
One of these, E. R. Thurber, was listed in the directory 
as late as 1955. Thurber, in 1890, helped build a telephone 
line connecting Vacaville to Winters. Mrs. Norman Steven- 
son, widow of A. M. Stevenson, one of the 1898 subscribers, 
also lived in Vacaville in 1955. 

In 1898, there were 28,301 telephones in the entire state. 
During that year, the first interstate telephone line in the 
West was opened between San Francisco and Portland and 
this widened the scope of service available to Vacaville 
residents. 

By 1945, the number of phones in Vacaville had grown 
to 645 and today there are more than 11,200 phones in 
town, with an average of 44,668 telephone calls placed 
each day by local residents. 

There are some 24 Vacaville residents now working 
for Pacific Telephone, earning an average annual payroll 
of $183,700. The company s property taxes in 1969 totaled 
$81,416 in Vacaville, and its investment here approximated 
$100,000 this past year in new equipment. 
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EARTHQUAKE — Early in the morning of April 9, 1892, Elizabeth Streets. The tall two story building is the Odd 
the earth trembled in Vacaville and considerable damage Fellows Hall today. There were no deaths in Vacaville 

was done to brick structures as can be seen in this photo attributed to this earthquake, (Photo courtesy Eleanor Nelson, 
taken of the south side of Main Street, between Davis and The Reporter appreciates use of these old photographs). 


EARTHQUAKE — The earth shook and much damage was done in the earthquake 
in Vacaville in 1892. This Main Street scene shows the building at the corner of 
Main and Dobbins Streets, where Wells Fargo is now located. The earthquake was 
more severe in Vacaville than was the 1906 San Francisco tremor. 
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Yesteryear in Vacaville 


In its heyday, the Raleigh Hotel was synonymous with 
Vacaville. Catering to traveler and resident alike, it of- 
fered a simple bit of finery in a town known for its rolling 
orchards of fruit and nuts. After all, Vacaville was — and 
still is — considered the “halfway point” for travelers 


going from Sacramento to San Francisco. It was locafc 
on the northeast corner of Main and Parker Streets uni 
July 11, 1909, when it all came to an end — Hotel Raleij 
went up in flames. (From Reporter files) 



THAT OLD ROCKIN' CHAIR — Vacaville lias had several 
hotels throughout the years, but at this writing there are 
none here. This is the last one on the Vacaville scene, 


known as Hotel Stoney, operated by Miss Esther Hay, on 
Merchant Street. The building still stands, but it is no 
longer a hotel. With Miss Hay is her late brother, Frank. 
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Yesteryear in 


Vacaville 



FROM HOTEL TO CLUBHOUSE - About 50 years ago an 
energetic group of Vacaville investors raised $50,000 to 
construct Hotel Vacaville. In later years a fire damaged 
much of the two-story structure. The remains were pur- 
chased by the Vacaville Saturday Club and transformed into 
its clubhouse, which is shown here and was located on the 


present site of the Bank of America. In a trade “deal” 
later B of A constructed the new clubhouse for the Saturday 
Club on Chandler and Kendal Streets in exchange for the 
Merchant Street property, on which the new bank building 
was constructed. 




Set 'em Up 


The classic Miller Hotel Bar was like an oasis to thirsty 
travelers who stepped off trains on Depot Street in the late 
1800s. This photo was taken in 1891. The hotel was located 
on the west side of Depot. Jim Nuff is the bartender and 
10-month-old Less Parker is seated on the bar. In 1892 the 


hotel’s cook was a Mr. Church and James Monroe Parker 
owned the building. He was later to build the Vacaville 
Laundry. (Research by Art Dietz. Photo given to him by 
Mrs. Frank Deakin). 
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The Hotel Raleigh 
..on fire, July 11, 1909 
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Went Down in History 


Sunday dinners were interrupted 
when the Hotel Raleigh caught fire on 
July 11, 1909. 

The first firefighters on the scene 

attempted to distinguish the blaze with 
small chemical extinguishers then 
placed around town. The flames were 
hard to get at and the small chemicals 
.could not reach the flames. By the time 
the hose carts arrived the fire had such 
a head start that the water from the 
hoses could make no headway on the 
flames. 

Efforts were made to try and save the 
Presbyterian Church across the street. 


Guy Bassett, George Akerly and C.E. 
Lawrence climbed the steep roof of the 
church with hoses in attempt to quell 
the flames. Bassett filled a bucket and 

dashed water under the eaves to 
extinguish the fire that had gotten 
started there. 

While the steeple itself was kept from 
burning, firefighters cut it down in 
order to get at the flames in the roof of 
the building. Bucket brigades saved a 
number of wooden bulidings to the east 
of the hotel. A 100-gallon oil tank at the 
rear of the hotel exploded, sending 
pieces half a block away. The fire in the 


hotel was apparently caused by a 
defective flue and the only item of value 
saved from the burning hotel was the 
piano. 

The hotel was built in 1884 by E.P. 
Williams and was named after the 
• builder. It cost $5,470. Mrs. Meyers 
from Elmira purchased the building 
and renamed it the Brunswick Hotel. 
Several owners followed and at one 
time it was known as the Vaca Valley 
Hotel. Raleigh Barcar purchased the 
building in 1900 and it became known as 
the Raleigh Hotel. 
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Vacaville 


A Bit of Finery 


Yesteryear in 


In its heyday, the Raleigh Hotel was synonymous with 
Vacaville. Catering to traveler and resident alike, it of- 
fered a simple bit of finery in a town known for its rolling 
orchards of fruit and nuts. After all, Vacaville was — and 
still is — considered the “halfway point” for travelers 


going from Sacramento to San Francisco. It was locate 
on the northeast corner of Main and Parker Streets unt 
July 11, 1909, when it all came to an end — Hotel Raleig 
went up in flames. ( From Reporter files ) 
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WHEN VACAVILLE HAD A HOTEL - Early in 1920, 
energetic Vacaville businessmen pooled their finances and 
built the Vacaville Hotel to serve the traveling public. It was 
located on the present site of the Bank of America. Years 
later the structure burned, the remnants were purchased by 
the Saturday Club and remodeled into a clubhouse. In later 
years the Bank of America acquired the clubhouse, 


demolished it and erected its present brick building. Hotel 
Vacaville was a prominent stopping place for travelers. 
Highway 40, which is now Interstate 80, went through 
Vacaville, directly in front of the hotel in those days. The 
hotel had an open air dining room, partially visible to the 
extreme right of the photo. Investors in the hotel chalked off 
their money to “experience” and civic pride. 
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...and a Maple Floor 


>• It was front-page news on April 2, 1920 when The 
Reporter announced that work had begun on the new 
Vacaville Hotel on Merchant Street. It was no wonder. 
The luxurious structure was to represent a whopping 
investment of $50,000. For that, according to the 
description that ran below the artist’s rendering, the 
builders would include 24 guest rooms with connecting 
baths, 10 other bedrooms; a large lobby, dining room 


office and barber shop. Following a fire that damaged 
much of the building, the hotel was sold in 1938 to the 
Vacaville Saturday Gub which remodeled it into a 
clubhouse. It served as such until Bank of America bought 
the property in 1952 and erected its present brick bank 
building on Merchant; in exchange, the bank built the 
Saturday Club a new clubhouse on Kendal Street. (From 
Reporter files) 


Worh was started! thic wwk on the 
now $50,000 hotel to bo erected on 
Morchsmt otrooi by the Vacaville 
Hotel Compaoy. The building will 
bo 118x07 feet In else, two stories 


high. and contains twonly-four 
guoat rooms with connect lug baths, 
and ten other bedrooms. In addition 
to a large lobby, dining room, office 
and barber shop The dining room 
will hare a maple floor. 


— Courtesy Sacramento Bee. 

The exterior walls and roof will be 
shingled with cedar shingles. It 
will be all modern throughout and 
will have complete heating and re- 
frigerating plants. 
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Vacaville's New $ 50,000 Hotel Now Building 




HOTEL VACAVILLE — A group of interested Vacaville residents formed the 
Vacaville Hotel Company in 1920 and financed the $50,000 Hotel Vacaville on 
Merchant street, on the site now occupied by the Bank of America. Merchant 
street at that time was a portion of Highway 40. Several fires caused consid- 
erable damage to the building and the structure was later taken over by the 
Saturday Club and remodeled into its clubhouse. In a trade deal in October, 
1954, Bank of America took over the building and site in exchange for a new 
Saturday Club building on Chandler and Kendal'streets. 
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WHEN VACAVILLE HAD A HOTEL — Early in 1920, 
energetic Vacaville businessmen pooled their finances and 
built the Vacaville Hotel to serve the traveling public. It was 
located on the present site of the Bank of America. Years 
later the structure burned, the remnants were purchased by 
the Saturday Club and remodeled into a clubhouse. In later 
years the Bank of America acquired the clubhouse, 


demolished it and erected its present brick building. Hotel 
Vacaville was a prominent stopping place for travelers. 
Highway 40, which is now Interstate 80, went through 
Vacaville, directly in front of the hotel in those days. The 
hotel had an open air dining room, partially visible to the 
extreme right of the photo. Investors in the hotel chalked off 
their money to “experience” and civic pride. 
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Of Property Owners and 
American Citizens 


In Frail of Vacaville Foie Library 

THURSDAY 


Dec. 1st, 2 P. M. 


A PROTEST 

AGAINST 

COMMUNISn 


BiF'Every Red-Blooded Citizen Should Be Present 




All Stores Closed From 2 To 3 P. M. 

In case of rain, meeting will be held at High 
School Auditorium 

VACA VALLEY CITIZENS’ COMMITTEE 


Feuds 

And 

Fights 


BITTER FEUDING wracked 
Vacaville in 1932 and ’33 when 
a ranch laborer dispute over 
higher wages erupted into 
communitywide unrest. Mass 
meetings were held on 
downtown streets — this 
poster giving notice of a 
meeting in front of the old 
public library on Main. The 
“protest against Com- 
munism” referred to asser- 
tions that outside Communist 
agitators were working behind 
the scenes of unrest, 
provoking bitter arguments 
and all-out fights. In a related 
incident, anti-Communist 
residents dragged suspected 
agitators out of town one 
night, gave them a red paint 
bath and sent them packing. 
After months of bitter feuding, 
strike activities were called 
off. 



yesteryear in Vacaville 


CATHOLIC CHURCH - 
Catholics attended this church 
for many years located on 
Catherine St. In later years it 
burned, was not replaced, and 
the community went for several 
years without a Catholic 
church until a new one was built 
at the corner of Merchant and 
Walnut Sts. Later that building 
was abandoned for a larger 
church building on Hemlock St. 
The building at the corner of 
Merchant and Walnut still 
stands, being used as a city- 
county offices building. Above 
photo taken in 1903. 
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Yesteryear in Vacaville 



Vacaville's 'Army' 


Little has been written about — but many long- 
time residents can still recall — an explosive period 
in the history of Vacaville when a 1932 farm labor 
dispute resulted in vigilante committees and armed 
volunteers known as the “Vacaville army.” It 
began when local growers offered farmworkers less 
for winter work than for summer work. That led to a 
widespread strike, led on by “outsiders” who were 


later accused of having Communist leanings. At one 
point the strike leaders were jailed only to be freecf 
by the vigilantes who took them bodily into the 
countryside, painted them with red paint and sent 
them packing. This photo, published in the Dec. 7, 
1932 issue of the San Francisco Chronicle, shows a 
group of Vacaville’s citizens’ army volunteers 
ready for any emergency. Note the guns at the left. 
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UGLY DAYS IN VACAVILLE 
— Economic conditions in 
December, 1932, brought along 
an air of uncomfortable feeling 
in Vacaville when farm workers 
went on strike for $1.50 per day, 
instead of the $1.25 they were 
receiving. Spurred on by out- 
side agitators, the city became 
an armed camp. Shown here 
are a few of the volunteers and 
their guns, as they awaited any 
trouble which may have oc- 
cured. Reading from far left, 
and circling back to the right, 
are Gene Berton, Fred Pyle, 
John Pellegrini, “Bud” Peters, 
Jack Richetta and Abe Beelard. 
To the left As a picture of Police 
Chief 0. E. Alley, who along 
with Constable Joe Stadtfeld, 
attempted to keep order in a 
hysterical radically-led crowd. 
Three of the agitators were 
jailed during the heat of the 
controversy, and unidentified 
townspeople gained access to 
the cell keys, took the three men 
into the nearby country area, 
and daubed them with red paint 
and warned them never to 
return to Vacaville. (Photo 
from the San Francisco 
Chronicle and researched by 
Art Dietz). 




YESTERYEAR 



PISTOL PACKIN’ Judge? Well, sort of. Former 
Vacaville Judge Ben Bushnell didn't dispense frontier 
justice when he sat behind the bench in 1947 and '48 — 
he happened to be a gunsmith when he wasn’t wearing 
his robes. He made special guns for people throughout 


California, including this one, photographed in 1948 by 
the Reporter. Judge Bishnell took over his legal 
position on the resignation of former Judge S. M. 
Dobbins. In those days court was held upstairs in the 
Old City Hall on East Main. (Art Dietz Photo) 




Yesteryear in Vacaville 



DRAFT REGISTRATION — The first registration for the draft in Vacaville for 
World War I was accompanied by this uniformed group of Vacaville young men 
and women, many of them residents of the community today. Recognized as the 
flag bearer on the right is Alfred Johnson, who in later years became a well known 
Vacaville drug store owner and now a resident on Kentucky Street. 

(Photo courtesy Dulcie Hargis) 




Yesteryear in Vacaville 


LIBERTY BONDS — Back in 1917 the sale of Liberty Bonds to help finance World 
War 1 was a community effort. Shown here is a rally in front of the Vacaville Li- 
brary. The library was comparatively new then, having been opened on July 17 , 
1915 . To the left of the library was a vacant lot, on which in later years the Clark 
Theatre was built. It later was renamed the Vacaville Theatre. 

(Photo courtesy Dulcie Hargis) 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 
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COMPANY I — This was Vacaville’s National Guard Unit, 
Company I, which saw service in San Francisco during the 
1906 earthquake. Front row, left, Ed Bassford, Oscar McCoy, 
(?), Capt. Conden, Carl Ilendrichs, Rollie Gray, FredDeakin, 
Ed Reynolds, Bob Upchurch. Middle row left, Millard Sharpe, 


Gus Mauer, Ruben Kenyen, Walter Edwards, Tom Ko wanda, 
Roy Bassford, Charles Rugg, Howard Rogers. Back row, 
left, Ed Rogers, Albert Webber, Roy Swasey, Louis Upchurch, 
John Rugg, Will Duncan, Harry Shearer, 

(Photo courtesy Frank Deakin) 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 



FIFTY-TWO YEARS AGO — Registration for the draft to 
secure men for World War I took place in 1917. Shown here 
is the first registration ceremonies for Vacaville, with the 
group standing in front of the old grammar school building 


which stood in the vicinity of Andrews Park and was later 
torn down. Although the names of the people in the photo 
are not available, there are many people living here today 
who were in the photo. 
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APRIL 23, 1963 was not long ago as far as “yesteryear” is concerned, yet the occasion 
has special historical significance for this area. The above photo shows the ceremony 
that took place high atop Monticello Dam shortly after Lake Berryessa waters 
spilled over the “glory hole” for the first time. Ed Uhl, of Vacaville, who spear- 
headed the fight locally and in Washington for the formation of the dam, is the 
speaker. 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 



Early Dav Newspapering 


PARDON a little personal reflection as we look back on 
the yacaville Reporter of yesteryear, a small weekly 
newspaper and commercial printing operation working 
out of the same building for more years than anyone cares 
to remember. We’re still there in that center structure 
(divided by the scams of these two photos) but we have 
also expanded since this 1955 composite was made. While 
a stationery store, editorial offices and ail mechanical 
operations (newspaper and “job printing”) took place in 
the singular building, in succeeding years we branched 
out in all directions. The large building at left was once a 


Vacaville fire house and later a hardware store before it 
was converted into present editorial and business offices. 
The building at right, once a drug store, overhead apart- 
ment and later a dry cleaners, now houses the advertising 
department and darkrooms. In back, all the buildings 
have been lengthened from Main Street to the alleyway. A 
common front with an early California motif was built in 
the 1960s. And 1955 was also the year the Vacaville 
Theatre was undergoing a facelift (far right). Show goers 
stepped through scaffolding to take in the movie of the day 
- “The Story of Will Rogers.” 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 
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LOCAL NEWSPAPER — This is the office of the Vacaville 
Enterprise, a Vacaville newspaper published in 1888. At that 
time there were three newspapers in Vacaville, including 
the Vacaville Reporter, which was founded in 1883. In later 
years, through acquisition, the surviving paper was the Vaca- 


ville Reporter, which has been in continuous publication. 
This photo was by the late Prof. Theodore Ryhiner, and is 
from the Art Dietz collection. The man on the high-wheeler 
is the late Milt Blum. 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 






THE MAN AND HIS TYPEWRITER - Prior to 1904 Raleigh 
Barcar was the publisher-editor of the Vacaville Reporter. 
Shown here is a picture of Mr. Barcar, and his typewriter 
(preserved at the Reporter office.) On the typewriter is a 


check made out in 1900, signed by the fruit shipping firm of 
Pinkham & McKevitt in the amount of $10 and made out to 
Barcar. The Bank of Vacaville, later taken over by the Bank 
of Italy, and now the Bank of America, issued the check. 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 



With the Vacaville Reporter undergoing major remodeling, 
it’s a good time, we think, to show how the Reporter looked 
after another remodeling job that took place in 1955. Working 
with an original building, from which the Reporter has been 
published since the late 1800s, the offices have expanded in 
all directions: the “cleaners” shop at right was later pur- 


chased and added and then the large building on the left was 
purchased, in which is now located the Reporter editorial and 
business offices. Several years ago former Reporter 
Publisher John Rico launched a project that “facelifted” the 
entire front in early California motif. 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 



Four Pages at a Time 


When we start to take the age of com- 
puters and high-speed newspaper presses 
for granted, we haul out a few of our own 
pictures ofyesteryear to remind us of how 
laborious the job once was at The 
Reporter, and of how far we’ve come. This 
is how the paper was printed in 1950. 
Publisher John Rico, in printer’s apron 
atop the “delivery box,” feeds a blank 
sheet into the Miehle news press as part- 
time helper looks on. The press printed 


four pages at one time, with each sheet 
hand-fed into the press. When one side was 
printed, the used lead printing forms were 
removed from the press, four new ones put 
on and the sheets were printed on the other 
side. Then they were sent through a 
separate folder, by hand. This press gave 
way to a roll-fed press in the late 1950s and 
then to the high-speed method used today 
in 1965. (Reporter Photo) 
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Today in Vacaville 



THERE’S an abundance of mushrooms on Bartell of 350 Magnolia Ave., displays the 

tree stumps this time of year in Vacaville. mushrooms on her desert willow tree stump 

Vaca Valley Garden Club member, Louise (Reporter Photo) 


J 




Yesteryear in Vacaville 



CARD PLAYERS — This photo, identified as the Tuesday 
Card Club, was taken in 1904, and shows the prominent 
women of the community in that day. As far as is known, 
none of the group is alive today. Back, (left to right) Mrs. 
F«A. Steiger, Mrs. Will Buck, Mrs. F 0 McKevitt Sr., Mrs. 
J.N. Rogers, Mrs. W.E. Lawrence, Mrs. Cantelow. Second 


row (left) Mrs. Charles Reichers, Mrs. T.E. Buckingham, 
Mrs. Walter Edwards, Mrs. John Spear, Mrs. S.P. Dobbins 
Sr., Mrs. William Schroeder, Mrs. A.M. Stevenson, and 
Mrs. W.S. Killings worth. (Editor’s Note: Today’s mini 
skirts are quite a departure from the dresses worn by this 
group of ladies.) 




Bernice Peabody 
...72-year member 


Ethel Brazelton 
:..71-year member. 


Lifetime Rebekahs 


When the Century Was Young, Bernice 
Peabody, Ethel Brazelton Were Joining 


family. She recalled that she and her 
school teacher neighbor would ride a 
horse and buggy into town to attend the 
Rebekahs’ meetings. 

The suggestion that she went to the 
meetings in an automobile brought a 
smile to her face. “Why I’d never 
ridden in one (car) then,” she said. 

“Even on a dark night, we’d go,” she 
boasted. During those first years as a 
Rebekah, she played the piano for the 
lodge. Her father was a lodge member. 

When her; family moved from Suisun 
to Vacaville in 1909, she transferred to 
the Vacaville Rebekah Lodge, and went 
on to become a past grand noble. 

Unlike Mrs. Peabody’s husband, Mrs. 
Brazelton’s husband, John McKnight 
Brazelton, was not an Odd Fellow. 

Mason 

“He was already a Mason when I met 
him,” she noted. She was married in 
1912. 

“But all my boys are Odd Fellows,” 
she said proudly. Mrs. Brazelton is the 
mother of Wallace, Eugene, and John 
McKnight (Jr.) Brazelton, all of 
Vacaville. 

“Things haven’t Changed — the 
Rebekahs are just as good to me as 
they’ve always been,” Mrs. Brazelton 
commented. 


Around the turn of the century, when 
Vacaville was still a small town, 
Bernice Chambers Peabody and Ethel 
White Brazelton were young women 
joining the Rebekah Lodge. 

Times have changed, but Vacaville’s 
Mrs. Peabody and Mrs. Brazelton are 
still Rebekahs. 


To commemorate the long mem- 
bership of some of its members, the 
Vacaville Rebekah Lodge, No. 80, 
hosted a party recently in St. Paul’s 
United Methodist Church. Rather than 
subject the older members to the long 
staircase at the Odd Fellows Hall, 
where the Rebekahs normally meet, 
they chose the one-story church. 


'Mrs. Peabody, who is 92, joined the 
Rebekahs in 1904 in Vacaville. She left 
her country home in Mix Canyon in a 
horse and buggy to attend the meetings, 
she recalled. 

Those were the days when women 
wore long skirts and high necklines, she 
noted. 


It was at the Rebekahs where she met 
Ernest Peabody, whose father had 
homesteaded the 220-acre Peabody 
Ranch (for which Peabody Road is 
named). In 1909 they were married and 
Bernice Chambers became Mrs. 
Peabody. 


Mrs. Peabody, who is the mother of 
Ernestine Newton of Vacaville and 
Norma Cushman of Dixon, served as 
past noble grand during her years as a 
Rebekah. 


Good Friends 

Looking back over the years as a 
Rebekah, Mrs. Peabody said the best 
part about the Rebekahs was “meeting 
good friends.” 

Mrs. Brazelton, who is 90, joined the 
Rebekahs in 1905 in Suisun. Then she 
lived six miles in the country with her 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 


“GOOD TIME CLUB” — Back before the turn of the century 
(1898) a group of local men started the Ulatis Club, which 
met upstairs in the Barcar Block on Main Street. Ladies were 
permitted in the rooms on Wednesday afternoons. The 
clubrooms were later moved to the rear of Edstrom’s Candy 
Store, at the corner of Main and Davis Streets. This 1914 
photo shows the following (left to right, against wall) Walter 
Buckingham, Ben Field, Dr. Andrew Finan, Ralph Miller, 


Dr. Leroy Towson, Howard Rogers, Boyd Parker, men with 
pistol unknown, Ray Rippey with cigar; (left table) Dr. 
Jerome Wirt, Hamilton Boyce, Abe Bassford, Walter 
Chandler and Bert Wykoff; (right table), back to camera, 
Frank McKevitt, E. R. Thurber, Ed Fisher, Charles Moore 
(with beard), W. Z. McBride, Thomas Hugh Buckingham, H. 
D. Chnadler Sr. facing camera. (Photo by Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Deakin and researched by Art Dietz). 
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Old Glory 

Over 

Camp North 


CAMP NORTH, the Roy Scout camp on 
Putah Creek, dedicates a huge, new flag 
pole after it was erected by a crew of 
Pacific Telephone Co. On Aug. 3, 1934, a 
new 9-foot flag was donated by H.W. 
Rrown of Vallejo. Other donations for the 
busy camp was a new oil burner for the 
kitchen range by J. Howard Rogers and 
Straw ticking for the mattresses by E.H. 
IJhl and C.R. Barkley. (Art Dietz Photo) 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 






Red Cross Volunteers, 1918 


These young women were Red Cross volunteers 
during World War I. This picture was taken at a 1918 
War Bond Rally. Standing in back (from left) are 
Lorena Evans, Cecelia Clark, Sadie Cowan and 
Grace Cowan. In front row are (from left) Uriel 
Rutherford, Agnes Johnson, Duclie Hargis and 
Pearl Evins. A Vacaville War Bond Rally in May of 
1918 raised $7,772.50 from 1,459 subscribers. Hie 
total was broken down to indicate that $604.50 was 
collected from 333 Japanese residents of Vacaville; 


$140.50 from 90 Spanish residents; $140 from 94 
Chinese residents and $1,77.50 from 43 residents of 
the Italian Hills. The 153 residents of Elmira 
Township subscribed $755 and 746 residents in the 
Vacaville Township accounted for $5,955. Red Cross 
activities in Vacaville included raising funds to feed 
soldier boys on the way to mobilization camps, 
knitting sweaters and mufflers for the soldiers, 
making layettes for refugees in France and 
Belgium and making surgical dressings. 





Yesteryear in Vacaville 


SELLING BONDS — Many Vacaville residents will remember the effort exerted 
to sell Liberty Bonds during World War II in 1918. This volunteer group of young 
ladies did their share. Uniforms were vogue in that day. (front row, left to right), 
Uriel Rutherford, Agnes Johnson, Dulcie Hargis, Pearl Evins. (back row, left to 
right) Lorena Evins, Cecelia Clark, Ladie Cowan, Grace Cowan. 

(Photo courtesy Dulcie Hargis) 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 



R©cl Cross Parade 


One of the photographs in Vacaville’s soon-to-be-published 
listory book is this one, of a World War I Red Cross parade to 
promote the selling of bonds. The women were marching up the 
till to Vacaville High School, then located in Andrews Park. The 
milding in the background is Walker’s Opera House. The book, 
‘Vacaville: The Heritage of a California Community,” was 


written by two University of the Pacific professors, Dr. Waite 
A. Payne and Dr. Ron Limbaugh. Reservations for the book ar< 
being taken in the Chamber of Commerce, City Hall and othe: 
sites around the city. Leading the parade is Hellen Davis 
Vacaville’s nationally known horsewoman and winner of manj 
trotting horse races throughout the state. 



Y estery ear in V acaville 




PARADE ENTRY — This 1940 photo of the Winters Youth 
Day parade shows the late Earl Donald, on “Shorty” and his 
daughter, Mrs. Arthur Dietz, on “Brownie”. Mrs. Dietz was 
Vacaville's first prize winner in the parade in the English 


Class. Each year Vacaville individuals, dubs and 
organizations participate in the Winters parade. Donald was 
an employee of the Pacific Telephone Company in Vacaville, 
and was active in baseball here before his death. 




Getting Married — 1 9 32 Style 


POISED and ready to let go their cupid arrows are 
Livingstone Hay, Dale Brazelton and Lester Parker, the 
three cherubs who graced this “Just Married” float that 
was entered in the 1932 Hijinks and Parade sponsored by 
the Vacaville Saturday Club. Walt Rutherford is driving 


the sporty convertible and in the back are the “bride and 
groom”, Bennelle Rutherford as the bride and Angelina 
Lucchesi as the groom. The photo was taken in front of 
Walt’s Grocery' store at the west corner of Mason and 
Merchant Streets. (Research by Art Dietz) 
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LEADING THE PARADE — All the colors and pageantry of 
this past month’s Fiesta Days parade were headed up by a 
group of veterans who carried some familiar colors: the red, 


white, and blue. They are shown here just past the bridge on 
Main Street, with the Old Town Hall in the background. This 
photo was taken by Robert Allen of the Vacaville Heritage 
Council. 






ON THE MARCH — During the Spanish-American War, July 
4, 1898, a celebration was held in Vacaville. There was a 
morning parade, which disbanded on Kentucky Street, and 
then adjourned to the park at College and Monte Vista, to 
enjoy a carnival and program. At 1 : 30 p.m. the new Vacaville 
High School was dedicated. A Mock Parade (shown above) 
was held later in the day. The parade marched along 
Vacaville streets and disbanded at Blake's on Orchard Ave. 


The prize winner in this parade was Dewey's Juvenile Army, 
led by the late Fred Deakin. Marching directly behind was a 
uniformed group called the Elmira Home Guard. Mrs. 
Winnie Frost was one of the marchers. As far as is known the 
only resident here today of Dewey's Juvenile Army is 
“Buster" Chandler, a resident on Buck Avenue. Photo 
courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Deakin, and researched by 
Art Dietz. 




Yesteryear in Vacaville 


In the Mood, 1 947 


PRE-FIESTA DAYS — Before the Fiesta Days 
celebration was inaugurated in Vacaville, other com- 
munity-wide festivities provided entertainment for local 
residents. In this 1947 photo, taken prior to the Youth 
Council Carnival, are some of the people who donned 
Spanish clothing to get into the mood of the affair. Back, 
left to right, Edgar Tucker, Cy Maloney. Middle, left to 


right, Frank Tortosa, John Rico, James McCrory, 
Nestora Lyon, Otto Meyers, Alfred Johnson, Kathleen 
Heffernan. Front, left to right, John Lorenzo, (girl 
unknown), Maria Dolores Lyon, granddaughter of Manuel 
Vaca, founder of the city of Vacaville; Eleanor Nelson, 
Robert Heffernan. 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 



VACAVILLE had a 100th birth- 
day party back in 1949 and all its 
people dressed for the occasion. 
There was the usual parade, 
store fronts were decorated 
and, as a forerunner of our 
present Fiesta Days, costumes 
were the order of the day. This 
group of ladies represented Cole 
and Chandler’s Ready to Wear 
dress shop on Main Street in the 
Odd Fellows Building. They 
were (left to right) Minnie 
McNallen, Myrtle Chandler, 
Bess Donald and Mabel Cole. 
Researcher Art Dietz adds: 
“Wait ’til my mother-in-law 
Bess Donald sees this one!” 


j 
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Yesteryear in Vacaville 


PARADE — Vacaville’s first centennial parade was held 
in 1949, and the celebration later grew into the annual 
Fiesta Days celebration. Shown here is a scene from 
the parade. In the decorated car are: Driving, John 
Woods (deceased); E. R. Thurber (deceased); George 


Akerly (deceased); Jim Miller (deceased); and Ed Mc- 
Millan, residing in Vacaville. 

(Photo from the Art Dietz collection and furnished by 
Mrs. R. Miller.) 
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Yesteryear in Vacaville 


FUN DAYS — Back in the days when it was fun to gather in a 
park and scurry around the May pole, the scene above was 
quite the thing. Shown here is an 1896 May Day event at 


Towson’s Grove, a few miles west of Vacaville. In today’s 
mini, maxi skirt and hot pants vogue, the clothes worn at the 
May Day event were quite different than those worn now. 



r in Vacaville 


VICTORY RALLY— The Vacaville High School Band turned out to promote a vic- 
tory rally scheduled at the Vacaville Theatre. The exact date is not known, but it 
was back in the days when the front of the Vacaville Theatre was elaborately orna- 
mented with columns and plaster of paris scrolls. To the left is the building' now oc- 
cupied by the Vacaville Reporter, next (left) was Collier’s Hardware Store, and 
far left was the Vacaville firehouse. 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 


The Sounds of History 


PARADE-WATCHING pioneer. It was Armistice Day — 
Nov. 11, 1940 — when Maria Lyon took up her position on 
Vacaville’s Main Street to watch the flags unfurl and to 
hear the sounds of brass as a parade passed in review. 
Only 90 years before, Mfs. Lyon’s ancestors established 


the town of Vacaville. Her given name: Maria Delores 
Vaca Pena, granddaughter of the first Spanish settlers. 
She is attended her her daughter, Anita Lyon. (Art Dietz 
Photo) 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 



PARADE PARTICIPANTS — Rago€hristopher Post of the Strauman, Russell Beelard and Ted Parker. Standing (left) 
American Legion provided an Armistice Day parade in George Gilpatric, the late S.M. Dobbins and the late A1 

Vacaville’s yesteryear. This photo, taken about 20 years ago, Hubbard. Photo courtesy Russell Beelard. 

shows some of the participants. On horses (left) Joe 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 



EAT VACAVILLE FRUITS — This float, advertising “Eat 
Vacaville Fruits,” was paraded in the Dixon May Fair parade 
about 1925, The float was made by Mabel Cole, Pearl Linn 
and Effie Stewart Freeland, all of Vacaville. The float 


took first prize in the parade. The truck was a 1924 Ford 
and was used by the late Matt Stewart, Vacaville undertaker, 
as his “dead” wagon (hearse) for many years. Photo courtesy 
of Effie Freeland, from the Art Dietz collection. 




Yesteryear in Vacaville 


FIESTA FORERUNNER — The annual Fiesta Days earlier years. During one of the Centennials in the early 

celebration is a comparatively recent tradition in the history Forties, four Vacavillians paused for this snapshot, sub- 

of Vacaville. Among its forerunners were the various* mitted to the Reporter by Mrs. Tony Perez: from left, Lou 

“Centennial” celebrations that were held periodically in Roulund, Tony Perez, George Caplener, and Albert Castano. 
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Before Fiesta 
Days... The 
Pageant Parade 


FIESTA DAYS FORERUNNER was the Vacaville 
Pageant, an annual ^celebration that included a Pageant 
Parade. This 1916 entry is shown in front of the Masonic 
Temple (which included Nay’s Mercantile) at the nor- 
theast corner of Main and Dobbins Street. The building 
was destroyed by fire in 1939. The decorated car belonged 
to Enos Goepfert and was entered by Nestora Lyon’s 
“Ready to Wear” shop. May Farrell was the driver. Her 
passengers include Pearl Hinman, Nestora and Anita 
Lyon and Ann Goepfert. The Lyons sisters were direct 
descendants of Juan Pena, whose family lived in the Pena 
Adobe. Mrs. Goepfert was featured in the Reporter last 
week as she left Vacaville after living here for all her 86 
years. Paul Cunha photo. Research by Art Dietz. 


Grand Marshal Hughes, Fiesta Queens 



LEADING THE PARADE, Grand Marshal Warren Hughes aboard Vaca’s old Seagrave 
engine. 
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PARADE WINNER — Back in July, 1923, cornerstone laying 
ceremonies were held for a new school at the corner of Mc- 
Clellan and School Streets. To add to the celebration ac- 
tivities a parade was held, with this decorated car taking 
second prize in the parade. It was decorated by Mrs. Fred 


Clawson and Mrs. W. 0. Cole. The parade was sponsored by 
the Vacaville Boosters Club. Not too many years after the 
construction of the new “Ulatis School”, it was declared 
unsafe and not earthquake proof. It was ordered torn down. A 
portion of the original foundation still stands. Photo from the 
Art Dietz collection. 



>ARADE ENTRY — This 1940 photo of the Winters Youth 
)ay parade shows the late Earl Donald, on “Shorty” and his 
aughter, Mrs. Arthur Dietz, on “Brownie”. Mrs. Dietz was 
r acaville’s first prize winner in the parade in the English 


Class. Each year Vacaville individuals, clubs and 
organizations participate in the Winters parade. Donald was 
an employee of the Pacific Telephone Company in Vacaville, 
and was active in baseball here before his death . 
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FIESTA FORERUNNER — The annual Fiesta Days earlier years. During one of the Centennials in the early 
celebration is a comparatively recent tradition in the history Forties, four VacaviUians paused for this snapshot, subn 
of Vacaville. Among its forerunners were the various' mitted to the Reporter by Mrs. Tony Perez: from left, Lou 
“Centennial” celebrations that were held periodically in Roulund, Tony Perez, George Caplener, and Albert Castano. 




Yesteryear in Vacaville 



Although ambushed by Indians at Ulatis Bridge, one of four 
1960 Pony Express riders managed to save the U.S. Mail and 
deliver it to the Vacaville Post Office as part of the Pony 
Express Centennial. A re-run was made between 
Sacramento and St. Joseph, Mo. by hundreds of riders, one of 
which was John Brown, shown here. He poses with several 


Native Daughters of the Golden West. They include: Clara 
Buttery, Penny Aker, Marion Thomas, Lucille Wykoff and 
Vivian Pena. The incoming mail was taken out by another 
rider, Ed Wilkes and Herb West delivered the mail to the 
Solano County Sheriffs Posse in Fairfield. Photo from the 
Art Dietz collection. 
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76 Trombones- Circa 1916 


They even loved parades back in 1916, as this historic 
photo clearly shows. These are members of the Vacaville 
Saturday Ciub, marching up the hill to the high school 
(now Andrews Park) following the Vacaville Pageant 
Parade held April 29, 1916. They are led by famed local 
horsewoman, Helen Davis, on her mount, “Fanny.” The 
area under the young trees is now planted to lawn and the 


dirt road was changed into a concrete sidewalk in later 
years. The building on the corner is the Masonic Temple, 
still standing at the corner of Main and Davis streets. The 
decorated auto, seen through the trees, is traveling up 
College Street. (Photo loaned by Esther Eldredge, 
research by Art Dietz) 
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Yesteryear in Vacaville 



THE RAISING of the colors on Iwo Jima, a victorious event 
that was re-lived again and again during and following World 
^ War II, was portrayed on this Main Street, Vacaville parade 


in 1945. The parade, believed to have celebrated Armistice 
Day that year, passed along East Main Street in front of two 
familiar taverns that are still there. 
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Yesteryear in Vacaville 



CONCLAVE PARADE, 1 904— VACAVILLE COMMANDKKY NO. 38, VACAVILLE, CALIFORNIA 


KNIGHTS ON PARADE — This rare photograph shows a 
contingent from the Knights Templar Lodge of Vacaville in a 
Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, parade in 1904. The event 
was the 29th Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment 
held in San Francisco from September 4 to 11. Four of the 


Vacaville Knights, Frank Buck, (1892); F.B. McKevitt, 
(1907); G. A. Arnold, (1911); and George Akerly, (1915), are 
former mayors of Vacaville. (Photo from the Art Dietz 
collection.) 



Parade Days, 1932 


More Saturday Club Hijinks — This bevy of beauties 
was made up and ready to ride on one of Vacaville’s fire 
engines in the March 14, 1932 Hijinks and Parade in down- 
town Vacaville. The photo was taken in front of Walt’s 
Grocery Store near the corner of Merchant and Cernon 
Streets. The new service station was operated by Lynn 
Brayton, a 1924 graduate of Vacaville High School. The 


new home going up in the background was being built by 
George Sharp who later sold it to Bess Donald. As for the 
ladies in the picture, researcher Art Dietz says, “Some of 
the gals in the photo say that they were NOT there in 1932, 
but the picture doesn’t lie.” Nevertheless, we reserve the 
right to allow a longtime Vacaville resident to protect the 
secrecy of his or her age.. .so we run no names in this case. 
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Yesteryear in Vacaville 


ON THE MARCH — During the Spanish- American War, July 
4, 1898, a celebration was held in Vacaville. There was a 
morning parade, which disbanded on Kentucky Street, and 
then adjourned to the park at College and Monte Vista, to 
enjoy a carnival and program. At 1 : 30 p.m. the new Vacaville 
High School was dedicated. A Mock Parade (shown above) 
was held later in the day. The parade marched along 
Vacaville streets and disbanded at Blake’s on Orchard Ave. 


The prize winner in this parade was Dewey’s Juvenile Army, 
led by the late Fred Deakin. Marching directly behind was a 
uniformed group called the Elmira Home Guard. Mrs. 
Winnie Frost was one of the marchers. As far as is known the 
only resident here today of Dewey’s Juvenile Army is 
“Buster” Chandler, a resident on Buck Avenue. Photo 
courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Deakin, and researched by 
Art Dietz. 





Yesteryear in Vacaville 


THE BIG PARADE — They celebrated the Fourth of July in 
Vacaville in 1898 with this parade. Leading the parade was 
the late Frank H. Buck, first mayor of Vacaville. Included in 
the parade were members of the Vacaville Fire Department, 
in their uniforms, and pulling their two hose carts. A replica 
of the “Maine,” was entered by H. C. Blake, and is shown at 
the head of the parade. The building to the right with the 


sidewalk canopy, is the present location of the Vaca Valley 
Creamery building. The school building on the hill was old 
Vaca High, which had just been completed. Below can be 
seen the roof of the old Vacaville grammar school. (Photo 
courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Deakin, and researched by 
Art Dietz) 
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Yesteryear in Vacaville 



PRIZE WINNERS — First prize in the decorated car category 
in the parade held in 1922 celebrating the completion of the 
Vaca-Dixon substation of PG&E near Vacaville went to this 
vehicle and the ladies. In the car are (left to right) Katherine 
Steiger Oswald, Walnut Creek; Helen McCrory Shipp, Vaca- 
ville; Wanda Stitt Abele, Woodland; Lena Mariana Silveria, 


deceased; Cassie Robinson, Woodland, and Zuella Miller 
Spiegel, Napa. On the vehicle was the PG&E emblem, 
along with fresh cut yellow mums. The ladies all wore large 
crepe paper hats and lavender sweaters. The Buick car 
belonged to the late Leonard Blake. Photo courtesy Zuella 
Spiegel. 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 



PARADE — Vacaville’s first centennial parade was held 
in 1949, and the celebration later grew into the annual 
Fiesta Days celebration. Shown here is a scene from 
the parade. In the decorated car are: Driving, John 
Woods (deceased); E. R. Thurber (deceased); George 


Akerly (deceased); Jim Miller (deceased); and Ed Mc- 
Millan, residing in Vacaville. 

(Photo from the Art Dietz collection and furnished by 
Mrs. R. Miller.) 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 


Pena Adobe in 6 63 


This is the way the Pena Adobe looked before it was restored 
in 1963. This crumbling, wooden facade was put over the original 
adobe bricks many years ago. At the time of the restoration of 
the building, it was listed as State Historical Landmark 532. 
(Reporter Photo) 



1843-46. Restoration began in 1963 and the house and grounds 
are now a part of the Vacaville park system. The Pena Adobe 
is listed as a State Historical Landmark, No. 534. This is how 
the adobe looked just before restoration was begun. 
(Research by Art Dietz). 


THE PENA ADOBE, in harder times. The historic adobe 
home of Vacaville pioneer Juan Pena and his family was 
remodeled several times through the years and at one time 
was sheathed in redwood. The adobe brick were made from 
mud and straw from nearby Lagoon Lake around the years 
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Yesteryear in Vacaville 


THE PENA ADOBE, Vacaville’s link to her beginnings, 
wasn’t always adobe. At least not on the outside. Between the 
years 1870 and 1880 the adobe was sheathed in wood and a 
wood addition was made. Later, the wood was removed and 
in the 1900s the house became vacant and was left in dis- 


repair until a historical restoration project was begun. The 
man in the photo is Jesus Tapira Rivera, with his wife, 
Nestora (nee Pena). The child is Grace Diaz, who became 
the wife of Phillip Pena, a brother of Mrs. Rose Coombs. The 
photograph is one of many in the Vacaville Pictorial History 
file at the Vacaville Public Library. 



Festive Gathering 
Of the True 
Californians... 


(Continued from Page 1) 

“All of our members must submit their 
geneology confirming that they are 
actually descended from the early set- 
tlers of California,” newly-elected Los 
Californianos president Joseph Elgart, of 
San Francisco, told the Reporter. “We’re 
a geneological-historical society 
dedicated to preserving for the true 
history of the Spanish settlement of early 
California. We formed in 1969 after some 
people realized that there was no 
organization of descendants of the first 
Spanish families of California. 

“My mother’s people were among the 
first settlers, dating back to the Anza 
expedition from Sonora Mexico to 
California in 1776. That was one of the 
most terrific treks in man’s history. Only 
one woman was lost — in childbirth — 
and her child survived and was raised by 
the other women in the expedition. One of 
my descendants was an ensign or 
lieutenant to Ortega when he discovered 
San Francisco . . . The costume I’m 
wearing now is an original don’s costume 
given me when I was a boy.” 

Pena Adobe curator Rod Rulofson, who 
helped bring the Los Californianos 
meeting to Vacaville, is one of the 
organization’s “associate members,” 
who do not have ancestoral links to the 
early settlers but who are nevertheless 
interested in the period as scholars or 
history buffs. Many of the wives of the 
Los Californianos are also associate 
members since often the wives end up 
researching their husbands’ ge neologies. 

Rulofson drew chuckles from the 
crowd when he told a story about the 
origin of the main dish being served that 
day by the Vacaville Guadalupe Society, 
chicken gallina mole: 

“As the story goes it was the product of 
the frustration of a nun in Pueblo, where, 
incidentally, they have a church for 


every day of the year — 365 churches — 
which is interesting. The nun was in 
charge of the kitchen in one of the 
churches and learned that the church 
was going to host an important dignitary 
for dinner that evening. Well, the cup- 
boards were almost bare, and so out of 
desperation she concocted a sauce out of 
chocolate, vanilla — almost every known 
spice. As it turned out, it proved such a 
success and a delight to the dignitaries 
that the sauce became a Mexican 
delicacy and the Mexican national dish.” 
Had it not been for the occasional whirr 
of the freeway, the scene that Saturday 
at the Adobe could have escaped back 100 
years in time. A Mexican marachi band 
played romantically on guitar, ac- 
cordion, and drums, especially sweetly 
when “Celito Undo” was requested for 
Rose Pena Coombs’ birthday song. John 
Vasquez danced in his black don’s outfit 
resplendent in its gold embroidery, while 
the women and girls of the Guadalupe 
Society served enormous dishes in 
brilliant Spanish dresses. 

As guest speaker, Fairfield historian 
Wood Young told of the Pena-Vaca 
journey to California and life at their new 
ranchos. Young is the author of a book on 
the subject, “The Vaca-Pena Los Putos 
Rancho and The Pena Adobe,” written in 
1965. “I’ve drawn upon Rose’s 
recollections in various parts of the 
book,” explained Young. “I respect her 
information — she always relates things 
carefully and accurately.” 

What with guided tours of the Adobe by 
Rulofson and of the Adobe’s native 
garden by Vacaville school teacher and 
history buff Bob Allen, along with 
multiple assists from the Vacaville 
Heritage Council, the Los Californianos 
group became thoroughly baptised in 
Vacaville’s early California heritage. All 
agreed they would return. 



Joseph Elgart, Los Californianos president, with Gene Vallejo, 
great granddaughter of Gen. Vallejo, outside the Adobe. 



Regalia of the dons: Mark, left, and John Vasquez. 
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RUDOLPH RIEHL, 90, sang “Springtime in the Rockies” 
at the Winsor House Convalescent Hospital’s July birthday 
party. (Reporter Photo) 


ETHEL JOHNSON, 85, finished her birthday cake and 
listened to the music of the Road Runners. She is the mother 
of Velma Fruhling, choral teacher at Willis Jepson Junior 
High School. (Reporter Photo) , 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 


JKE PEAS IN A POD — This picture, taken ( ? ) years ago, shows Board of Supervisors. The photo was made available from Ethel 
our well known Vacaville residents. Left to right: Jerome Brazelton. The Reporter appreciates group pictures such as this. 
?ykoff, Wallace Brazelton, Russell Chandler and Eugene Family groups are not acceptable. 

Irazelton. Wallace Brazelton is. chairman of the Solano County \ , — , 
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Yesteryear in Vacaville 


The Greengrocer, 1897 


Fresh out of Vaca High in 1897, George P. 
Akerly (pictured) opened a grocery store on the 
corner of Main and Davis streets, which he op- 
erated for many years. Later he purchased the 
Nay Mercantile Store on the corner of Main and 


Dobbins. He later sold the store to one of his 
clerks, Aubrey Collier. The building was known 
as the Masonic Temple building, because the 
lodge had meetings room in the second story. 
The building burned in 1939. 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 



MAXI SKIRTS IN 1895 - This photograph taken in 
1895, shows a group of Vacaville young ladies who 
were attending the University of California. In the 
photo, left to right, Ada, Daisy and Sarah Miller, 


Gracia Davis and Frances Uren. The dress in that 
day was quite different from the mini-skirt of today 
being worn by young ladies attending the university. 
Photo from the Art Dietz collection. 


Edward Barrett 


Edward Barrett, 91, 
a native and lifelong 
resident of Vacaville, 
died Friday in a local 
area hospital after a 
long illness. 

He was a rancher in 
English Hills, a veter- 
an of World War I and 
had worked at the Be- 
nicia Arsenal as a fire- 
man during World War 
II. 

Surviving are two 
sisters. Mary Hevrard 


of Fresno and Jose- 
phine Moore of 
Bakersfield, and a 
niece, Judy Ondricek, 
of Martinez. 

Graveside services 
were held Tuesday at 
the Vacaville-Elmira 
Cemetery with Father 
Daniel Casey of St. 
Mary’s Church offi- 
ciating. Arrangements 
were by Magleby’s 
Vaca Hills Chapel. 



Lonesome Carousel 


PRACTICE WINTERS' > 

A carousel i< a merry-go-round with mechanical music, like u hip music box. This 
carousel is lonesome because children have not come l<> ride for a Innj* lime. Accented 
I,. H. ilnltml half notes will jpive the nieehanical jUmn«l of a merry -tro-rnnnd's music. 

What key sipiiniure is shown? Are treble ami ha<> written in the same key? What 
does D” in R. 11. imliratn? 



When you play the repent, move both hnmls up one octave, 'litis will sound more like 
a music- box. I!c;iin ritnrd about m. from the end. «nd it will picture the music ho\ 
jrravbv^StfJ^i n di Ilf.' and slowly 'runnin" down”. 

1 at the end. after first repeat. 
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Helen Brazelton, musician, teacher and composer 


Music Teacher Gets R ro.-<r Her a ,1 ; e b n 

Compositions Published... 

Doing What’s Natural 


Doing musical things is only natural 
for Vacaville’s Helen Brazelton, who 
recently had some of the teaching 
pieces she composed published. 

“Why, I was born into music!” she 
exclaimed. 

As a child, Mrs. Brazelton played a 
little piano, situated under the key- 
board of her mother’s piano, while her 
mother, Effie Dewey, played the piano 
above. While in grammar school little 
Helen would proudly bring her violin 
over to the old Vacaville High School, 
where she played in the orchestra. 
Later she did some accompanying in 
Dixon and Berkeley. 

Her grandfather, George Dewey, was 
a bandmaster when he served in the 
British Army and one of the organizers 
of San Francisco’s Musicians Union No. 
6. Her father, William Dewey, a 
trumpet player in San Francisco, was 
also active in the union. Her uncle Jim 
Dewey was a composer, arranger and 
instructor of the violin. 

“If only they (her parents, grand- 
father and uncle) could see this,” Mrs. 
Brazelton said proudly examining a 
copy of “Pictures in Sound,” which is a 
collection of teaching pieces for 
beginning piano students. The 
collection, composed by Mrs. 
Brazelton, was released last month. 

Mrs. Brazelton, who began teaching 
piano in Vacaville about 20 years ago 
when she started teaching her own 
children to play, has been composing 
piano pieces for her students 
periodically for years. Yet this is the 
first time she has had her work 


published. 

“All the composing I had been doing 
began to pile up so I thought maybe I 
should do something with it,” she ex- 
plained. 

To feel out the idea of publishing her 
music, Mrs. Brazelton sent a letter and 
some of her work to her friend Dr. Leo 
Podolsky, who is a concert pianist, 
educator, editor and lecturer. Mrs. 
Brazelton met Podolsky years ago 
when she took one of his summer work- 
shops. 

“I thought he would be honest with 
me,” she said. “If he thought my stuff 
was bad, he’d tell me to save my paper 
and ink.” 

That’s not what he told her. He 
thought it was good. He offered to edit 
it. 

“It’s really quite an honor,” she said 
referring to Podolsky’s name on the 
cover as editor. 

After Podolsky edited it, Mrs. 
Brazelton carefully transcribed it and 
sent it off to the Willis Music Co. She 
chose this published firm because it 
concentrates on music for beginners 
and sells music at a reasonable price, 
she said. 

Mrs. Brazelton’s pieces are designed 
to build strength in the fingers of 
beginning pianist and increase their 
dexterity. 

When she heard the Willis Music Co. 
was going to publish her music, she 
assumd it would be in sheet music 
form. 

Instead it is a collection “By Helen 
Dewey Brazelton.” 


r— i i 

Yesteryear in Vacaville 



FAMILY PORTRAIT circa 1923. It was two years after John Ellasces and his 
wife, Mary, arrived from Spain in 1921 that this photo was taken. Ellasces and 
his family settled on the Ed Uhl ranch on Dobbins Street where he was employed 
until a move was made to Mason Street and he took up new employment with a 
new firm called Basic Vegetable Products. All of the children in this photo are 
still residents of Vacaville. Shown are (left to right) Antoinette (Perez), Constance 
(Rodriguez), Mary (Castano), John Ellasces Jr. in the arms of his mother, Mary; 
John Sr., and Ann (Silva). 



Edward H. McMillan, Vaca 
Pioneer, Dies at 91 


Edward H. McMillan, 91,* 
descendant of a pioneer 
family whose name is 
synonymous with Vacaville, 
died Tuesday at the Winsor 
Convalescent Hospital. He had 
been making his home with his 
daughter, Mrs. Polly Dobbins 
at 372 Peach Tree Ave. 

Mr. McMillan was born in 
Oakland and in 1885 the family 
moved to Vacaville; and the 
following year to Yolo County. 
It was back again to Vacaville 
in 1897, where Mr. McMillan 
has continued residence 
throughout the years. 

His grandfather, Robert 
Boone McMillan, came to 
Vacaville in 1952. His father, 
Edwin Houston McMillan, was 
born herein 1856. 

On Dec. 25, 1906, Edwin 
McMillan and Miss Effie 
Brazelton, also a member of a 
pioneer Vacaville family, 


were married. Mrs. McMillan 
died several years ago. 

The family had been in 
grain and fruit raising. In 
1910, Edwin, Sr., and Edwin 
Jr., went into the automobile 
business in Vacaville, selling 
the Model T Ford. They sold 
the business in 1920. 

In an interview several 
years ago with a Reporter 
writer, Edwin, Jr., had this to 
say about the automobile busi- 
ness in 1910: ‘‘You could hard- 
ly sell a car then because it 
was hard to talk a guy into 
getting rid of his horse and 
buggy.’’ 

In June, 1965, Mr. McMillan 
was honored by being selected 
as Parade Marshal for the 
annual Fiesta Days event. 

He was a 62-year member of 
Vacaville Lodge No. 134, 
F&AM, joining in 1913. He also 


was a member of Solano 
Chapter No. 43, Royal Arch 
Masons, Vacaville Com- 
mandery No. 38 of the Knights 
Templar, and Ben Ali Shrine 
of Sacramento. 

Mr. McMillan is survived by 
a daughter, Mrs. Polly 
Dobbins of Vacaville, a 
superior court clerk for many 
years before her retirement; a 
son, Edward Houston 
McMillan of Tucson, Ariz. 
three grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren. 

A funeral service will be 
held at 2 p.m. Thursday in the 
McCune Garden Chapel. 
Inurnment will be in 
Vacaville-Elmira Cemetery. 

The family prefers 
memorials to Intercommunity 
Hospital in Fairfield, the 
organ fund of the Vacaville 
Presbyterian Church or to a 
favorite charity. 
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Death of Pioneer Closes Another Chapter 


By JOHN RICO 

The death last week of Nettie M. Patten, 
92, a native of Vacaville, brings to a close 
another chapter in Vacaville’s early-day 
history. Mrs. Patten was the grand- 
daughter of one of Vacaville’s first set- 
tlers, Arculus C. Hawkins, who came here 
in 1852. 

Arculus Hawkins was born in Virginia in 
1808, and before coming to California he 
had worked in Kentucky and Missouri. Be- 
cause of long days spent at work, Hawkins 
found it necessary to study at night by 
candlelight, and learned to read, write, 
and figure. While a resident of the state of 
Missouri, he wed Cornelia A. Lamme, and 
to this union were born 12 children. 

Along with his wife and children, their 
prairie schooner and 300 head of horses 
and cattle, the family headed west, 
arriving in the Vacaville area in Sep- 
tember, 1852. The trip took six months. 

Hawkins sold his cattle and with the 
money, purchased 500 acres of open land 
from Judge Curry, near Vacaville. There 
was no home on the land, but the Hawkins 


family still had their prairie schooner, in 
which they lived until a shanty could be 
constructed. 

Hawkins went to Sonoma to cut down 
redwood trees, which he split into boards, 
brought the materials back to Vacaville 
and constructed the shanty. 

The wheat harvest had been good for 
Hawkins, so he returned East in 1854 and 
purchased 500 head of cattle, which he 
drive back to Vacaville. He also purchased 
an additional 500 acres of land known as 
the William McDonald ranch. 

Thousands of Bricks 

Wanting a better home, Hawkins erected 
a kiln on his ranch and turned out 
thousands of bricks which he used in the 
construction of a house for his family. An 
earthquake in later years destroyed the 
building, and Hawkins had to revert to 
constructing a frame building which still 
stands today. 

Arculus Hawkins was an elder in the 
Christian denomination, and he was known 
far and wide for his recitations from the 
Bible. He was a Jacksonian Democrat, and 
took an active interest in politics of the 


day. 

Hawkins had started the family 
cemetery, which today is known as the 
expanded Vacaville-Elmira Cemetery. He 
died July 8, 1895, at age of 87. His wife 
Cornelia died in 1904 at the age of 94. 

One of the children of the Arculus 
Hawkins family was Duff Green Hawkins, 
who was born in Missouri and was 14 years 
of age when the trip to California was 
made in 1852. In later years he succeeded 
his father in ranching, and at one time had 
an extensive trotting horse industry on his 
ranch. His first wife was Mary Lewis, a 
native of Missouri, and at the time of her 
death at age 38, six children had been born 
to the couple. Duff Hawkins took Willie J 
Spurr, a native of Kentucky, as his second 
wife, and to this union six children were 
born, one of them being Nettie M. 

Mrs. Patten’s father, Duff Hawkins, was 
found dead in the family ranch barn on 
June 20, 1905, with death attributed to the 
accidential drinking of carbolic acid. 

Mrs. Patten’s mother, a beloved local 
area rancher for many years, died here in 
July, 1942, at age 92. 
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OLD HOME - OLD-TIME FAMILY - This 1904 photo shows 
the Joseph Neil family at their ranch home. The house still 
stands at 120 West St., just off Monte Vista Ave. When it was 
built it was in the agricultural section of Vacaville. The house 
was purchased by the late A1 Hubbard in later years, and 


remodeled, and it is now owned by the Methodist Church. 
Shown left to right, Mrs. Helen Neil holding the late Roland 
Neil; William “Billy” Neil, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Neil, Ella, 
George and Etta Neil. In front, with dog, is Joe Neil. Another 
brother, Charles Neil, was not present. (Photo from the Art 
Dietz collection) 



Edward Rogers , Pioneer 


Dies of 

Private funeral services 
were held Saturday at the 
McCune Garden Chapel for 
Edward Robert Rogers, 90, a 
native of Vacaville who died 
Thursday at the Winsor House 
Convalescent Hospital in 
Vacaville. 

Inurnment will be in the 
Vacaville-Elmira Cemetery. 

Mr. Rogers was the son of 
pioneer Vacaville residents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Alleyne Rogers. 
He attended local schools. In 
1910 he married Emma Ward, 
at ceremonies performed in 
the courthouse, Fairfield. The 
Wards had moved to Vacaville 
from the state of Washington 
in 1907. 

Mr. Rogers devoted his 
entire life to farming, raising 
fruit and at one time ex- 
tensively raising turkeys. For 
several years he was em- 
ployed as “shed boss” for the 
Vacaville Fruit Growers Assn, 
in downtown Vacaville. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rogers had 
resided in a home on 
McMurtry Lane, off Browns 
Valley Road, for the past 54 
years. It was a house Rogers . 
designed and built. 

Mr. Rogers was the last 
surviving members of 
Company 1, 2nd Infantry of the 
National Guard. The unit 
spent 31 days in San Francisco 
doing guard work following 
the 1906 earthquake in that 
city. In 1905 he earned the title 
of State Champion Marksman. 


Age 90 



Edward Rogers 


He had been a member of 
Vacaville Lodge of Odd 
Fellows for 66 years; a 53-year 
member of Vacaville Rebekah 
Lodge, and a charter member 
of the Vacaville Farm Bureau. 

Surviving is his widow, 
Emma; a son, Robert A. 
Rogers of Vacaville; two 
daughters, Frances Burks of 
Concord and Dorothy 
Rountree of Los Angeles; a 
brother, Henry J. Rogers of 
Vacaville; 11 grandchildren, 
and 14 great-grandchildren. 

The family prefers contri- 
butions to the. Odd Fellows 
Home at Saratoga, Calif., in 
lieu of flowers. 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 
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MOLLY AND HER BOSS, 1888 — The Reporter has been 
privileged to use several old photographs taken in Vacaville 
in 1888 by the late Prof. Theodore Ryhiner, who taught 
music at the California Normal and Scientific College, and also 
gave private lessons. Shown in this photo is Prof. Rhyiner and 


his horse Molly. He also operated a music store on Main St., 
and lived in a home off Depot St. One of his grandsons, 
Edlef Pyle, continues to reside here. More pictures taken 
by the late Mr. Ryhiner will be published in this space 
in coming weeks. (Photos from the Art Dietz collection.) 


The Silva in the Sidewalks :ldn?W 


A MAN AND HIS TROWEL - The 
man I am writing about in today’s 
column is by no means famous in any 
capacity; you may not even recognize 
his name. 

He has been a resident of Vacaville 
for 66 years, but there are others who 
have lived here longer. What he did in 
his younger years was to help construct 
many of the concrete sidewalks on Main 
Street, and on many of the other streets 
in Vacaville, which are daily used by 
hundreds of people. “His” sidewalks 
have been in use ever since 1918, and 
from all indications will continue for 
„ decades, and perhaps centuries. 

There’s no harder work on earth than 
mixing cement and gravel with a hoe; 
shoveling it into a wheelbarrow and 
placing it into the forms, then stooping 
over for hours with hand tools and 
putting the finishing touches to the 
drying cement. 

It was back in 1910 that Andrew Silva 
came to primitive Vacaville from 
Massachusetts. He had migrated to the 
USA from Portugal in 1901. The 87-year- 
old Silva recounted his first job with the 
late Sam Bentley, Vacaville cement 
contractor, back in the horse and buggy 
days, when many walks along Main 
Street were constructed of wood. 

Silva did all kinds of cement jobs, 
including long hours of work on the 
Main Street bridge which he helped 
construct back in 1911. That bridge cost 


""Tor 4) years' Silva worked at the 
cement trade, being joined in later 
years by his late brother Joe and the 
late Tony Damiano. This threesome did 
the bulk of the cement work in the 
community for many years. 

Silva went through the years of all- 
hand labor in the cement laying chores 
to the days when gasoline-powered 
mixers took over. 

He was to quit that back-breaking job 
and took employment with Basic 
Vegetable Products, where he stayed 
for 15 years. 

Now retired he resides on Ramona 
Street. He and his late wife raised nine 
children, eight of them living today. 

At age 87 he frequently paces along 
Main Street, his slow gait taking him 
over the same sidewalks he helped 




Edna Schaefer 


Dies at Age 90 


Edna Schaefer 
...dies at 90 


Funeral services will be 
held Friday at 10:30 a.m. at 
the McCune Garden Chapel 
for Edna Marshall Schaefer, 
90, a life-long prominent 
resident of Vacaville who died 
Sunday at Intercommunity 
Hospital, Fairfield, after 
IS having been confined there 
% two days. 

The Rev. Harvey Swanson 
of the North Congregational 
Church, Berkeley, will con- 
duct the services, and burial 
will be in the family plot in the 
Vacaville-Elmira Cemetery. 
Members of the Vacaville 
chapter, Eastern Star, will 
also participate in the serv- 
ices. 

Mrs. Schaefer was the 
daughter of pioneer Vacaville 
area ranchers, Mr. and Mrs. 
James Marshall, who came to 
Solano County from Ohio, and 
settled in what is now com- 
monly referred to as the 
Fairmont area of Vacaville. 
Marshall Road perpetuates 
the family name. 

She attended local grade 
schools and graduated from 
Vaca High with the Class of 
1906. Following her 
graduation, she attended the 
Lane Nursing Hospital in San 
Francisco. While attending 
the nursing school she met and 
married Ralph Schaefer, 
owner of a Vacaville depart- 
ment store, later to become a 
landmark in the community 
and known as Schaefer’s Big 
Country Store. The marriage 
was performed at the home of 
the bride’s parents on Feb. 16, 
1913. The couple celebrated 
their 50th wedding an- 
niversary in 1963. Mr. 
Schaefer died in 1967. 

In January of 1913, Mrs. 
Schaefer’s sister, Willa, was 
united' in marriage to' 
Schaefer’s brother, Walter, in 
ceremonies conducted at the 


Marshall home. Walter 
Schaefer has also passed 
away. His widow resides at 
the family home at 106 Main 
St. 

Edna Schaefer led an active 
life during her long years as a 
resident of Vacaville. She held 
membership in the Saturday 
Club, the Eastern Star and 
Native Daughters of the 
Golden West. 

One of Mrs. Schaefer’s 
outstanding attributes was her 
eagerness to make friends. 
She delighted in cooking, not 
only for her many friends, but 
for years, spearheaded the 
efforts of a group of Vacaville 
women in serving meals to 
clubs, lodges, and other 
groups, with the profits being 
donated to the Community 
Church, of which she was a 
member. 

When Mr. and Mrs. 
Schaefer resided on Cernon 
Street, Mrs. Schaefer cir- 
culated the petition which 
culminated in having the 
street paved; it was one of the 
first residential thoroughfares 
in the community to undergo 
the transition from gravel to 
asphalt. 

In 1938, Mr. and Mrs. 
Schaefer purchased from Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Neil the 
house at 318 Buck Ave., which 
has been the family home 
throughout the years. 

Mrs. Schaefer is survived by 
her daughter, Laura White; a 
sister, Willa Schaefer; three 
grandchildren and nine great- 
grandchildren. Her late 
brother, Dr. Lewis Marshall, 
was a prominent Vacaville 
dentist. 

The family has suggested 
contributions, in lieu of 
flowers, to the Shriner’s 
Hospital for Crippled 
Children, 1701 19th Ave., San 
Francisco, 94122. 
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Lifelong Resident 
Burt L. Wykoff Dies at 90 - 


Burt L. Wykoff, 90, a life- 
long resident of Vacaville, 
died Saturday at Inter- 
community Hospital, Fair- 
field. He had been hospitalized 
for three weeks. 

Funeral services were held 
Monday in the McCune 
Garden Chapel, with the Rev. 
Leo Nelson of the Community 
United Presbyterian Church 
conducting the services. 
Interment followed in the 
Vacaville-Elmira Cemetery. 

Casket bearers were 
Eugene Brazelton, McKnight 
Brazelton, Howard Rogers, 
Jr., Robert Pyshora, Clarence 
Burton, Jr., and Marion 
Burton. 

Burt Wykoff was the son of 
the late Mr. and Mrs. 


Jonathan Larrison Wykoff. 
The senior Wykoff came to 
Vaca Valley by wagon train in 
1852. He was a native of New 
Jersey. 

Jonathan Wykoff resided in 
the family home at 74 
Eldredge St. and was there 
that Burt Wykoff was bom and 
resided for the past 90 years. 

On Dec. 21, 1910, Burt 
Wykoff married Miss Sadie 
Chambers, also of Vacaville, 
in ceremonies performed in 
San Francisco. The Chambers 
family had come to Vacaville 
from Nebraska back in 1893. 
The couple had been married 
for nearly 64 years, when Mrs. 
Wykoff died in 1974. 

Local Schools 

Mr. Wykoff attended the 


local schools, and remained in 
the Vacaville area following 
graduation. He was a fruit and 
cattle rancher, and for many 
years was a dried fruit buyer 
for Rosenberg Bros, and the 
Gugenheim Company. 

Mr. Wykoff raised milk 
cows on his ranch, which in 
earlier days was outside the 
Vacaville city limits. He 
milked several cows and 
distributed the fresh milk to 
customers in the then small 
community. In later years he 
moved his Wykoff Dairy to a 
site just off Alamo Street; a 
business he continued for 
nearly 40 years before retiring 
in 1962. The buildings still 
stand. He became an ex- 
tensive land owner in the 
Vacaville area; much of it is 
now covered with new homes, 
the most prominent being 
Wykoff Hills. Some of his 
lands are included in the 
proposed Lagoon Valley Park. 

In 1961, Mr. Wykoff was 
honored by being named 
parade marshal for the annual 
Fiesta Days’ celebration. 

Surviving are his daughter, 
Lucille Wykoff, of the family 
home; and two sons, Lauren 
Wykoff of Oakland and 
Jerome (Bud) Wykoff of 
Reno. There are six grand- 
children and two great- 
grandchildren. 




Yesteryear in Vacaville 


FINAL TRIBUTE — This Vacaville funeral scene took place 
on May 9, 1911. The deceased person, Kujakusu J^oriko, lost 
his life at the corner of Main and Dobbins Streets when he 
jumped from a wagon being pulled by a runaway team. It is 


reported he slipped and struck his head, dying instantly. The 
driver of the hearse is the late Jack Duncan, and seated along 
side is the town’s undertaker, the late J. M. Arnold. Photo 
courtesy of Mrs. Jack Duncan. From the Art Dietz collection. 




Yesteryear in Vacaville 


YOU MAY HAVE BEEN THERE — This scene shows part of 
the crowd at the whistle-stop at Dixon of the late President 
J. F. Kennedy in 1960. Shown here, at microphone, President 
Kennedy, Gov. Edmund (Pat) Brown, and Senator Luther 


Gibson. In the November General Election of that year, 
Kennedy defeated Republican opponent Richard Nixon. The 
Vacaville vote was Kennedy 2079, Nixon 1681. 



DEMOCRATS FOR NIXON — Back in 1962, Richard Nixon 
ought the position of governor of California. A group of 
>cal women (presumably Republicans) met with Washing- 


cuss the campaign. Shown here are left to right, Mesdames 
Edna Schaefer, Willa Schaefer, Mrs. Mesta, Eleanor Nelson 
and Agnes Watrous. Incumbent governor Edmund “Pat” 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 


GUZZLING COUNCILMEN - Back when Vacaville’s Fiesta 
Days were something new — 1958 — this group of men, all 
decked out, was the Vacaville city council. Back row, left 
to right, John Moriel, Dr. Roy Cobble, Arnold Clark; front, 


left to right, Etheal Gilley, Dr, Richard Griffin. The men 
were brazen enough to walk in the Fiesta Days parade of that 
year. N (Photo courtesy Bob Meyer, Petaluma) 
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Yesteryear in Vacaville 



CAMPAIGN PAST — Some Vacaville voters currently 
pondering between the two key choices for the Presidency 
remember a campaign past — the time when John F. Ken- 
nedy came through when he was stumping for votes over 12 
years ago. 
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Yesteryear in Vacaville 


Kennedy's 'Whistle Stop' 


A smiling John F. Kennedy appears before a crowd of 
Vacaville-Fairfield-Suisun residents as he makes one of 
his popular “ whistle stops” during his presidential 
campaign. Speaking from the platform of his private rail 


car, JFK is accompanied by Gov. Edmund G. Brown 
(center) and State Senator Luther Gibson of Vallejo. The 
stop was made at the Suisun City Station. (Reporter 
Photo) 
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HOUSING START — Vacaville’s first major homes 
development was Vaca Valley Village, in the southern 
portion of the community. Shown here are ground breaking 
ceremonies held in 1947. Left: Don Isabella, owner of the 
land; Homer Bolter, Sr., realtor, Rev. Peter Boes of the 


Episcopal Church; John Rico, president Vacaville Chamber 
of Commerce; James Smith, developer; with shovel, Mayor 
C. M. Hartley; Sam Geddes, developer, and James McCrory, 
manager Vacaville branch Bank of America. 
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Yesteryear in Vacaville 



The Road to Town 


A DUSTY, wide path through the orchards “leading to 
town” was the raw beginning of what later was to become 
one of Vacaville’s most pleasing boulevards: Buck 
Avenue. The view is easterly. The year is 1886. Barely 


discernible on the horizon just left of center is the spire of 
the California Normal College that stood on the present 
Andrews Park knoll. The closest buildings on the right are 
fruit sheds of the Buck Ranch. (Research by Art Dietz) 



BUCK AVENUE — What is referred to as Buck avenue today looked this way prior 
to 1889. This scene, looking east, shows the city as it extended to what is now 
West street, where the Frank Buck fruit shed was located. This young orchard 
is a portion of the Buck ranch. The rare old^photo was made available through 
the courtesy of George Akerly and Ed McMillan. 
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Yesteryear in Vacaville 




DAVIS STREET goes through — At one time the street came 
to a deadend at the south end of the present Basic Vegetable 
Products warehouse. Those who wanted to go farther south 
had to either travel east on Butcher Road (no Alamo) or 
travel take Elmira Road and turn south on what is now 


Peabody Road. The road was finally opened from Davis 
Street to connect with Butcher Road about 1920. This photo 
shows the first blacktop being rolled on Davis Street near 
Stevenson Street. From the Art Dietz Collection. 



OLD VACAVILLE — This photo will be the first of six 
sections of a photograph to be printed in the following 
weeks, and if put together, left to right, will make a com- 
posite of much of the downtwon area of Vacaville as it 
existed around the turn of the century. In this first portion, 
:an be seen “fruit shed row,” where fresh fruit from 


Vacaville area ranches was loaded into refrigerated cars 
and sent to eastern markets. The entire photo was taken 
from the bell tower of Vaca High, which stood on the present 
site of Andrews Park. The bell tower to t^e left is the old 
Vacaville grammar school. 





OLD VACAVILLE — This is the second section of a six part 
photo of Vacaville which will give residents a broad view 
of the city as it appeared shortly after the turn of the cen- 
tury. In this section can be seen the area generally bounded 
by Wilson, Catherine and McClellan Sts. In the foreground 
are fruit shipping sheds, with one of them bearing the name 


of Frank II. Buck. Wilson Street can be seen in the lower 
right hand corner, where it intersects East Main St. (Edi- 
tor’s Note: The church building in the photo no longer 

stands at that location. We would appreciate its denom- 
inational identity for future references.) 


Yesteryear in 


Vacaville 







PART THREE — This is the third section of a panoramic 
photo of Vacaville taken before 1910. It is being published 
in sections, and readers will be able to piece the six sections 
together to get a completed photo of the town as it looked 
in those days. The church building in this photo is of the 


Catholic denomination, and it burned in the early 1920’s. 
In the foreground is the old Bowles warehouse, and to 
the immediate right is an old blacksmith shop. All of the 
structures have long disappeared from the local scene. 
The Bowles warehouse also burned. 




SIXTH PART — This is the sixth and final section of a 
panoramic photo of Vacaville which has appeared in this 
column during past weeks. This section shows the residential 
section north of Main Street, looking toward the mountains, 
rhe odd shaped tall building was an old livery stable, torn 


down years ago to make way for theStith Chevrolet showrooms, 
and is now the Pigati Chrysler-Plymouth showrooms on Dobbins 
St. The tall steeple to the left of the picture is the old 
Community Church building, torn down to make way for the 
new Safeway store on the corner of Main and Parker Streets. 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 
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Depot Street 
At the Turn 
Of the Century 


This photograph of the western portion of Vacaville was taken 
before the turn of the century. It was taken from the hill back of 
the present Diamond International plant, looking west. Shown at 
right is the Southern Pacific dept. In the background are 
Vacaville’s first grammar school (tall belfry) and the Methodist 
College, both located in the vicinity of present Andrews Park. 
Both structures, made of brick, were damaged in the April 19, 
1892 earthquake, and were torn down. The photo appears in the 
historical book recently published, Vacaville, The Heritage of a 
California Community. 



in Vacaville 



Bush and Depot 


THIS WAS VACAVILLE — Shown here is a portion of 
Bush and Depot Streets before 1895. This photo was taken 
from a hill behind the present site of Diamond National on 
Monte Vista Ave., looking west. In the early days of 
Vacaville’s fruit industry, ranchers hauled their fruit for 
shipment east to railroad cars parked on Depot St. 
Rooming houses, stores and saloons flourished there. The 


large brick building in the background was the California 
Normal College, located on the present site of Andrews 
Park. It was damaged in the 1892 earthquake here, and 
demolished in 1895. The tall steeple on the building to the 
right was a part of Vacaville’s first grammar school, built 
in 1884, and torn down in 1906. 





THE STREET THAT WAS— -This is the west side of 
Dobbins street, between Kendal and East Monte Vista, 
back in the early 1940’s. It was commonly referred to 
as “Japtown,” as Japanese merchants owned and oper- 


ated the stores on both sides of the street. The buildings 
were tom down to make way for public housing units 
which now occupy the area. The ABC Company, at 
the right of the photo, was a large department store. 
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53 Years Ago 

MAIN STREET, looking east in 1922. The Masonic Temple 
building with Akerly’s Hardware Store and the Pacific 
Telephone on the ground floor is on the left. The post office is 
on the right, in what is still referred, to as the Triangle 
Building. On the next corner, where Amphlett’s Home Fur- 
nishings shop is now, was Schaefer’s Clothing Store. (Art Dietz 
Photo) 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 
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This Was Dobbins Street 


, v Look closely — you might recognize Dobbins Street. It 
still runs in front of the old Dobbins home (still standing 
. behind Albertson’s Market) from left to right in the 
’ photograph, just in front of the fence. When this photo was 
taken near the turn of the century, everything west of the 


ranch was more ranch; today, its almost all given over to 
subdivisions. Those are the Vaca Mountains in the back- 
ground. In more recent times the ranch and home have 
been owned by the family of C.J. Uhl. (From Reporter 
files) 



Yesteryear 


in Vacaville 
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1 900 — This Is All There Was 


It may not have looked like much in 1900, but what a 
difference 77 years can make! This was Vacaville. Except 
for the many ranches that spread in all directions, this is 
all there was. That’s Ulatis Creek in the foreground, as 
seen from the location of today’s Andrews Park. The tiny 


white building right of center was the town jail. It was 
pushed into the creek by vandals in about 1905 and the 
incident precipitated the construction of Old City Hall on 
East Main Street. Before that, Vacaville City Hall was in 
the building with six windows, directly up from the tiny 


jail. The Triangle Building at Main and Merchant looks 
familiar. Merchant Street can be seen heading south at 
top, left. The church spire at right was atop the Com- 
munity Church and the short span of Buck Avenue quickly 
turned into orchardlands — as did virtually all the land 


south of Main Street. In the direct center of the photo, next 
to Main Street, was the town bandstand. (Research by Art 
Dietz). 





Yesteryear in Vacaville 


Old No. 3 


A 1907 Reo, owned by Mr. and Mrs. William Payne, gained 
the distinction of being the third car in Vacaville. Owners 
and vehicle posed in front of the newly completed Masonic 
Temple building at the corner of Main and Dobbins 
Streets. The hardware store on the lower west side was 
owned by William Schroeder. A dress shop was to occupy 
the room directly behind the Reo. Upstairs rooms were 
used by the Masonic Lodge and several offices. The build- 
ing was built by George Sharp with the help of Ed Rogers, 
Paul Cunha photo, research by Art Dietz. 
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Yesteryear in Vacaville 


Fruit to the 
Railhead 


Vacaville area fruit growers deliver their packaged fruits to 
waiting freight cars on Depot Street in this photo, taken shortly 
after the turn of the century. At left are rooming houses, 
saloons and other stores that once catered to the rail traffic; 
all are long gone from the scene. In later years, the fruit 
shipping facilities were moved to East Main Street where 
numerous packing companies had warehouses and loading 
docks. Hie depot building shown was the first of two built on 
the site. The second one was torn down in recent years when 
freight service was discontinued by the railroad. It marked the 
end of Vacaville’s fruit-producing industry. 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 



FROM WOOD TO CONCRETE — In 1911, town trustees of Clellan Street. By a vote of 126 to 30 the issue was passed. 
Vacaville placed before the voters a proposal to bond the In these two photos are shown, below, the old wooden bridge 
city in the sum of $13,500, the funds to be used to build replaced in 1911, with the new concrete structure in the 
a new concrete bridge on Main Street and another on Me- upper right hand photo. The school buildings in the upper 

photo no longer stands on the Andrew Park site. 
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Yesteryear in Vacaville 

Vacaville from High School Hill. 




The Way Things Were 


SURROUNDED by ranch lands, this was Vacaville in 
1908. It was made for Everett Williams for a Vacaville 
postcard, hand-colored in oils. At upper left was the tiny 
dirt road that later became the Merchant Street thorough- 
fare. The main highway to San Francisco crossed the old 
bridge and continued down main, making the jog onto 
Merchant at the Triangle Building. At the corner of 
Elizabeth and Main was Blum’s Mercantile Building. The 


site later was occupied by Bank of America and, now, by 
local attorneys. At far right can be seen the spire of the 
Community Church, now the site of the Main Street 
Safeway. Williams owned a candy and notions store in the 
Triangle Budding. The cards were made for him in 
Germany and were sent back to his shop where they were 
sold to travelers. (Art Dietz Photo) 





MUDDY STREETS — This photo, taken over 50 years ago, shows the road which 
led from across the Main Street Bridge, up the hill past the Vacaville High School, 
and connected with Vine Street. The road is no longer there, because the site is 
now used by Andrews Park. College Street is to the right, paralleling the creek. 
The large brick buildings in the photo are still standing. (Photo courtesy Fred Pyle), 





Yesteryear in Vacaville 


MUDDY ROAD TO VACA HIGH — This photograph, 
taken between 1898 and 1911, shows the dirt road which led 
to old Vaca High, which was on the present site of 
Andrews Park. The first Vacaville high school building 
was constructed in 1898. The wooden bridge across Ulatis 


Creek on Main St. was replaced by the present concrete 
structure in 1911. The two-story brick building to the left of 
the photo has been torn down. Buggy tracks are clearly 
visible in the dirt road. (Photo courtesy Edlef Pyle) 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 





THINGS DO CHANGE — This photograph, taken about 25 
years ago, shows the Vacaville Fire Department engine 
room and the two pieces of equipment owned by the city at 
that time. Firemen used the upstairs portion as a meeting 
room. Recently the building was remodeled for the expansion 


of the Vacaville Reporter plant. The Vacaville Police 
Department also had its office in the upstairs section of the 
building. The hardware store was owned by the late A.A. 
Collier. 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 



PARKER STREET, 1888 — This photograph, taken in 1888, 
shows Parker Street at that time, looking southwest from 
Main St The building on the right hand corner was torn 
down to make way for the commerical building at the comer 


of Main and Parker, across from the library. Photo was 
taken by Prof. Theodore Ryhiner. From the collection of Art 
Dietz. The library was built on the left hand comer lot in 
1915. 


Monte Vista Avenue— 40 Years Later 



FORTY YEARS ago Monte Vista Avenue — then known as 
Sacramento Street — was a main thoroughfare in Vacaville. 
It was, in fact, a part of the old Lincoln Highway which w^s 
later changed to Highway 40. That was later changed to 
Interstate 80 when it was built to circumvent the city. This 
scene looks south, toward the Diamond Match Lumber Co. 


y^rd. The yard and buildings burned down in the 1940s and 
was replaced by the present Diamond National yard. The 
auto court at left is the approximate site of Ramos Market. 
A Western Gasoline station at the present comer of Monte 
Vista and McClellan advertised gas for 12 cents a gallon. 
This photo was contributed by Russell Beelard of Vacaville. 


TODAY, Monte Vista Avenue provides four lanes of traffic 
from Interstate 80 into the heart of Vacaville. Although the 
scalloped curbings have been the subject of criticism, the 
project nevertheless opens up twice as many lanes as in 
previous years. This photo, taken Friday, shows the same 


general area today as that shown in the accompanying photo 
taken 40 years ago. The street will soon have its first 
traffic signal lights, which have already been installed. 

(Reporter Photo) 
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Yesteryear in Vacaville 


MUDDY MAIN STREET — This Vacaville Main Street scene 
was taken looking west down the street. The street was not 
quite this bad all the time. It became a mess when the sewer 
line was constructed down the street. The man on the right 
in the dark coat is the late Constable Joe Stadtfeld, who was 


100 per cent of the law enforcement group in those days. 
In 1906 the people of Vacaville voted bonds in the sum of 
$25,000 to construct a “ modern sewer system.” It is believed 
this scene depicts portions of the sewer work being done. 
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Yesteryear in Vacaville 


BUSY MAIN STREET— This 1888 photo of Vacaville’s 
Main Street, was taken looking west from the vicinity 
of the present Vacaville Reporter building. On the right 
is the Brunswick* Hotel which stook on the site of the 
old post office (now Lichtenstern’s restaurant). The 


house to the left was on the corner of Main and Parker, 
present location of the Vacaville Liquor Store. Photo 
by the late Prof. Theodore Ryhiner and research done 
by Art Dietz. 


Photo is from his collection. 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 


A Quiet Day 


Traffic was typically light the day this Main Street 
photo was taken sometime before 1909, except for the 
horse and buggy shown at right. The building on the left 
was Hotel Raleigh, which burned in July, 1909. The vacant 
lot across the street, behind the ladies involved in a 


discussion, is the present location of the Vacaville Theatre 
(built 1926) and the Carnegie Library (built 1915). The 
Vacaville Reporter was sandwiched between the two 
story-buildings at right, but through the years has ex- 
panded into all three. (Photo courtesy Edlef Pyle) 
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in Vacaville 




MUDDY MAIN STREET — Not too many residents of 
Vacaville today can remember this scene about 1900 when 
Main Street was dug up to put into place the town’s sewer 
lines. The Vaca Valley Hotel burned in 1909, and was located 


at the present site of the old postoffice (Lichtenstern’s). The 
building to the right of the hotel was used as a funeral home 
here for many years. Directly across the street where the 
horse is hitched, is the Vacaville Reporter. 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 


WE COMPLAIN ABOUT STREETS TODAY - Back around 
the turn of the century this is the way Vacaville’s Main Street 
looked, after it had been dug up to put in a sewer line to serve 
the area. Before that time outhouses were in use. The picture 


was taken from the intersection of Main and Parker looking 
east (old library and post office). The hotel building in the 
left burned down. This photo has been published in this series 
a few years back, but we are republishing it for the benefit of 
the newcomers to the community. 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 



A BIT MUDDY — We complain now and then about conditions 
of some of Vacaville’s streets. This is the way Main Street 
looked at one time. It was not always that bad, because this 
mess was created when the main sewer line was laid down 
the street around the turn of the century. The photo was 


taken from a point where the library is now located, looking 
east toward the Main Street bridge. The present abandoned 
post office is located on the site to the left of the picture, 
where the two story Vaca Valley Hotel once stood. The 
Reporter solicits use of these old photographs. 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 



A Vacaville landmark around the turn of the century 
was Hotel Raleigh, located on the corner of Main and 
Parker Streets (now Jake’s Liquors). The top photo shows 
the large hotel, and the Community Church, located 
across the street. The lower photo, shows the same area 
after a fire had destroyed the hotel on July 11, 1909. The 


fire ignited the tall steeple of the church, and because of 
low water pressure in the mains and no fire engine, men 
with axes chopped off the burning portion of the steeple, 
thus saving the building. The entire block is now utilized 
by the Safeway supermarket. 





Yesteryear in Vacaville 






MAIN STREET — 1909 — This photo shows the corner of 
Main and Parker Streets shortly after the July 11, 1909 fire 
which burned Hotel Raleigh. The fire ignited the steeple of 
the Community Church, seen in photo. Due to insufficient 
water pressure in the mains, it was impossible to extinguish 
the steeple fire, so firemen, using axes and saws, toppled 


over the burning steeple to save the church. To the far right is 
the Solano Ice & Soda Works building, a popular place in that 
day, where soft drinks were bottled. Remains of Hotel 
Raleigh are in foreground. Note, streets are dirt and gravel. 
The only fire protection the town had in those days was a hose 
cart. 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 


LOOKING EAST — This 1888 photo of Vacaville’s Main 
Street was taken from in front of what is now Amphlett’s 
at the corner of Main and Dobbins Street, looking east. 
There was no traffic problem, as can be seen on the old 
dirt street. It can be noted (with a powerful magnifying 


glass) the sign hanging on the building on the right says 
REPORTER, it being the location in that day of the Vaca- 
ville Reporter, which is the present vicinity of the Triangle 
Building. Photo by the late Theodore Ryhiner and from 
the Art Dietz collection. 



Yesteryear in Vacaville 



MAIN STREET, 1888 — This photo of Vacaville’s Main Street 
was taken looking east, and to the right is the Reporter office. 
The photo was taken by the late Theodore Ryhiner, professor 


of music at the California Normal College in Vacaville. One 
of his grandsons, Edlef Pyle, still resides here. Photo 
from the Art Dietz collection. 
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A Different Angle 


A FAMILIAR landmark from a different angle is 
Vacaville’s “triangle building” at the intersection of 
Main, Dobbins and Merchant Streets. Now bidden behind 
a new facade, the original building looked like this in 1903. 
It was known as the Hutton Block and even in 1903 a drug 


store occupied the same part of the lower floor. The 
portion in the distance (now a bike shop) was a telephone 
switchboard office. The view is down Merchant Street (at 
left) and to the right, Main Street. Upstairs were 
professional offices. (From Reporter files) 




Yesteryear in Vacaville 


HIGHWAY 40 — When this picture was taken Highway 40, now Interstate 80, went 
through Vacaville, via Merchant, Main, School, McClellan, and Sacramento Streets. 
This view is looking south down Merchant Street. Parking was no problem in 
those days, as can be seen by the scarcity of vehicles. Note the street light on the 
pole at left, which in those days was “something modern.” 


Yesteryear in Vacaville 






•? 





s 

irr* 

* 


OLD VACAVILLE — This photo of the east end of Main 
Street, was taken about 25 years ago. The old wooden 
power poles have since been removed, and with the ex- 
ception of minor changes, the area is about the same 
today as it was then. The building on the extreme left, 


occupied by Beelard and Burton for a service station, 
has been torn down, and a new station erected at the corner 
of Main and Bernard, in the same spot. (Photo courtesy 
family of the late Maggie DeBey. The Reporter appreciates 
the use of these old photos.) 
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SIDEWALK JOB — Back in 1912, S. W. Bentley was Vaca- 
ville’s largest cement contractor. He and his crew are 
shown here laying sidewalks on School Street, in front of 


the school buildings. A news article back in 1912, said in 
part: “No man is today doing more to beautify and improve 
Vacaville than S. W. Bentley.” 




Yesteryear in Vacaville 



FREEWAY OF YESTERDAY — These men and horses are doing some work on 
a stretch of road which was to later become Highway 40, and is now Interstate 80. 
This 1914 scene, taken a short distance east of the Nut Tree, shows the buildings 
which in later years became Steiner’s Dairy. Men in the picture are the late J. B. 
Archer and Monte Gates. The road in those days was a little more than a trail. 

(Photo courtesy of Mrs. J. B. Archer) 
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BUCK AVENUE EXTENSION - This view of Buck Avenue 
Extension, looking west was taken over 60 years ago, and 
shows the orchards lands, which at that time covered the 
area. Today the area is covered with homes. The city limits 
in those days stopped at a point near Kentucky Street, which 


runs north and south. Many orchardists whitewashed the 
base of their trees, often times for appearance, and on other 
occasions to stop insects from climbing from the ground into 
the upper portion of the trees. 
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SLOW TRAFFIC — Riding or driving a horse faster than a 
walk on Ulatis Bridge brought a fine of $10 in 1906. The warning 
sign is barely discernible over the archway this end of the 
bridge spanning Ulatis Creek. At that time the bridge had an 
iron railing; the creek was shallower and narrower. The Hotel 
Barcar stage is about to cronn on its way to meet a train at the 
depot — being careful not to cross faster than a walk. From the 
Art Dietz Collection. 


-Yesteryear in Vacaville 
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It may not have looked like much in 1900, but what a 
difference 77 years can make ! This was Vacaville. Except 
for the many ranches that spread in all directions, this is 
all there was. That’s Ulatis Creek in the foreground, as 
seen from the location of today’s Andrews Park. The tiny 


1 900 — This is 

white building right of center was the town jail. It was 
pushed into the creek by vandals in about 1905 and the 
incident precipitated the construction of Old City Hall on 
East Main Street. Before that, Vacaville City Hall was in 
the building with six windows, directly up from the tiny 


Ail There Was 

jail. The Triangle Building at Main and Merchant looks 
familiar. Merchant Street can be seen heading south at 
top, left. The church spire at right was atop the Com- 
munity Church and the short span of Buck Avenue quickly 
turned into orchardlands — as did virtually all the land 


south of Main Street. In the direct center of the photo, next 
to Main Street, was the town bandstand. (Research by Art 
Dietz). 
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PARALLEL OR DIAGONAL PARKING - This 1905 photo of 
a portion of Vacaville’s Main Street was taken by Everett 
Williams, owner of Vacaville’s first confectionery store. The 
building at the extreme left was the Masonic Temple, with 
the hardware firm of Schroeder and Frahm occupying a 


portion of the ground floor. The building burned in later 
years. To the right is the Triangle Building, still standing. 
The picture was taken looking east, toward the Ulatis Creek 
bridge. 


( Photo from the Art Dietz collection) 
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OLD VACAVILLE — What is perhaps one of the oldest 
pictures of Vacaville’s Main Street is the one published 
above. No one is certain as to the date of the photo, but 
it is believed to be about 1880. Several years ago a local 


committee gathered old photos of the community, and this 
one was adjudged the “prize winner” of all photos turned 
in. The Reporter appreciates use of old photos, including 
school classes, functions, buildings, scenes, etc. 
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VIEW OF VACA VALLEY. 

[From an Ambrotypc by McKown & Bishop,] 


VACA VALLEY — Believed to be one of the oldest prints 
made of what is today commonly called Vaca Valley, is this 
ambrotype by McKown and Bishop, dating back more than 
100 years. In the early days of the settlement of the area by 
the Vacas and the Penas, the valley was known as Ulatis 


Valley, but somehow it had its name changed to Vaca Valley. 
The valley, in the days of the pioneers, was a lush area where 
wild oats “grew higher than a standing horse.” In later years 
fruit was introduced to the valley, and orchard lands covered 
thousands of acres. 
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Main Street looking West, Vacaville, California. 
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NO PARKING PROBLEM — This photograph taken about 
1905, shows that parking was no problem on Main Street 
in those days. In fact you could drive on the wrong side 
of the street, as can be noted here. The large two story 


building is the Odd Fellows hail, and just off the picture 
to the left, is the present Masonic hall. This photo was 
provided by James Howlett of 183 McKinley Circle. The 
Reporter appreciates use of these photos. 


' Yesteryear in Vacaville 





THIS “yesteryear” photo was taken not so many yesteryears 
ago; even so, there are enough changes to make it worth 
remembering. In 1962 the Sprouse-Reitz Store still occupied 
the present Sir Guy’s building, Gallardo’s Florist is now the 
site of Phil-Com Floor Coverings and next to Mike’s Diner 
(now LeRoi’s Restaurant) there was the Western Auto Store. 


Most of the other enterprises on East Main have also changed 
« hands in the past 12 years, except for the lodges, Brooks 
Place and Sal’s Barber Shop — it’s timeless. One other item 
worth noting — parking meters. The gothic structure in the 
foreground is the former Bank of America, moved before 1962 
to Merchant Street. 
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Main Street looking West, Vacaville, California. 
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NO PARKING PROBLEM — This photograph taken about 
1905, shows that parking was no problem on Main Street 
in those days. In fact you could drive on the wrong side 
of the street, as can be noted here. The large two story 


building is the Odd Fellows hall, and just off the picture 
to the left, is the present Masonic hall. This photo was 
provided by James Howlett of 183 McKinley Circle. The 
Reporter appreciates use of these photos. 


